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totmsM  Idaho  # 

Mr*  t)«w6y  rciports  that  he  has  been  occtipied 
thifi  week  with  general  work  in  preparation  for  planting 
tiae* 

An  outcrop  of  rock  on  the  tract  of  land  to  he 
iised  for  potatoes  this  year  is  being  roaoTed  by  blasting] 
this  has  necessitated  a  considerable  expenditure  of  time 
and  effort «  but  will  constitute  a  desirable  pex^nent 
iiiprovoment  when  completed. 

lotted  Gem  table  stock  selling  at  about  ll«35 
per  hundred  pounds* 

We  are  getting  ready  to  put  in  roses ,  shrubs » 
and  trees »  and  oats  and  alfalfa  about  the  20th  of  the  month # 

Horfolk;  Diaaond  Springs!  Ta* 

Potatoes  were  planted  from  March  2nd  to  6th. 

0reeley»  Colo* 

Dr.  Clark  reports  as  follows: 

''Season  is  said  to  be  the  earliest  that  has  been 
known  for  several  years*    Farm  work  was  begun  in  February 
and  has  continued  with  scarcely  an  interruption  since* 
Practically  no  moisture  has  fallen  for  the  past  six  weeks* 
Lots  of  wind  and  the  ground  is  drying  out  rapidly. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  11*25  per  168  weight* 
The  good  crop  of  last  year  and  the  high  prices  have  en- 
couraged the  fareaers  so  that  they  are  plannir^  to  plant  a 
large  acreage  the  coming  season* 

I  spent  a  day  in  Denver*  last  week,  looking  into 
the  aarketing  end  of  the  potato  industry*    Fr«M  the  stand- 
point of  the  dealer »  the  line  along  which  improvement  is 
aost  needed  is  a  system  of  better  grading* 

Have  been  very  busy  making  seed  trays,  a  float 
for  leveling  land»  looking  up  horseSc  etc*    Rave  suieceeded 
in  purchasing  one  good  horse** 

Presque  Isle*  Maine* 

Mr*  and  Mrs*  Xioebard  arrived  in  Presque  Isle 
on  March  20th.    Mr*  Lombard  reports  progress  of  general 
preparation  work  for  planting,  weighing  hill  selections, 
sorting  and  weighing  Irish  Cobbler  potatoes  for  "^ole  vs. 
Cut  Seed"  experiments,  treating  sesd  potatoes,  etc. 


Praaque  tible,  oontinuad: 


''The  month  of  March  has  bten  the  eoldeet  month 
this  winter  in  Arooetook  County*    Ther©  is  plenty  of  ^nm^ 
Potatoes  are  selling  for  |2»50  per  barrel*    !Jot  many 
potatoes  are  being  shipped^  due  to  the  frei^t  embargo*'* 

Kates  of  interest  by  Professor  Stuarts 

"On  a  reeent  trip  to  Woodstoek,  liew  Bri^swiok^  to 
address  the  Heur  Brimgvick  Potato  Growers'  Convention,  held 
Iferch  22  and  23,  I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  potato 
production  of  the  Province  was  about  10,0CX),000  btishels. 
The  potatoes  grown  in  this  section  are  the  chief  source  of 
seed  supply  of  the  Ontario  growers. 

fen^erature  18®  below  sero  on  March  22* 
As  a  result  of  the  ConTeP>ion«  an  organisation  was 
effected  known  as  the  Potato  Growers*  Association  of  the 
ProTince  of  Ssiw  Brunswick. 

?he  24th  and  25th  were  spent  at  Presc^ue  Isle* 
l^in©,  inspecting  the  v?ork  being  done  there. 

Our  North  Carolina  Station  this  year,  at  which  the 
South  Aaisriean  Tarieties  will  be  tested,  will  be  at  Swann&noa. 
Our  planting  will  be  done  about  April  10th* 

F  0  H  E  W  0  H  B. 

It  will  add  much  to  the  interest  and  future  value  of 
our  weekly  potato  bulletin,  "THE  EYE,"  if  the  si^rintendents 
of  our  work  at  different  stations  will  report  t^e  precipitation 
and  average  weekly  temperature  each  week|  also  such  items  of  general 
interest  as  the  names  of  distinguish^^  visitors,  potato  meetings,  etc 
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C  'f'ice  of  iior^i-icu.^  Utu^  ai    and  PoiiiolCfc,icc:l  -is^^olo^-s. 


A-rlin£'-tor-  Fsrmi  4/22/16. 


We  are  plamiing  to  pot  off  tlie  seedlings  this  coming 
week.      Almost  every  seed  planted  lias  germinated,  and  it  looks 
as  though  there  would  he  from  16,000  to  20,000  seedlings  in- 
stead of  the  ICOOO  anticipated. 

Xie  shall  discontinue  icing  the  storage  house  this 

week. 

Greeley.  Colo.;  4/l5/l6 

Dr.  Clark  reports  that  he  returned  from  Carhondale 
Sunday,  after  an  absence  of  a  week.      He  sorted  over  50  sacks 
of  seed  of  different  sizes,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  a  part 
of  the  market  Peachblov/s  until  a  later  time. 

The  seed  potatoes  from  Wisconsin  have  arrived  at 

Greeley. 

Jerome.  Idaho;    4/15/b . 

The  People's  potatoes  are  very  popular  for  future 
planting'.        Selling  now  for  {2.00  per  hundred  weight. 

'^%ite  potatoes  are  selling  for  $1.10  per  hundred 
weight,  and  lletted  Gems,  for  ^1,25 »      Demand  small  amd  movement 
slow. 

Ivlr.  Pratt  attended  the  potato  demons tra-t ion  meeting 
at  Caldwell,  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  State.  Ivir. 
Taylor  and  the  County  Agent  of  Canyon  Couiity  were  in  charge. 

LIr.  Dev/ey  reports  that  his  entire  time  is  spent  in 
the  field  at  pretient,  making  ditches  and  irrigating.      It  will 
tal^e  another  week  to  finish  the  alfalfa. 

The  seedlirigs  and  varieties  requested  from  ilaine  have 
arrived  at  Jerome. 

Maximum  temperature  for  the  week  64°;  minimuni  36°. 
High  winds  on  the  10 th  and  12th  removed  the  moisture  which  had 
previously  fallen,  and  the  low  temperature  prevented  the  germi- 
nation of  the  alfalfa.    Cloudy  or  partly  cloudy  most  of  the 
week. 


-2- 


Presque  Isle,  Maine;  4/l5/l6. 

Ivir.  Lom'bard  reports  all  potatoes  except  the  German 
varieties  and  some  selections  of  the  Cobblers  treated.    He  has 
finished  the  sorting  and  weighing  of  the  Irish  Cobblers  of 
June  25th  and  has  made  a  good  start  on  the  June  10th.  Over 
two  tons  of  potatoes  have  been  shipped  out  in  5  and  10  pound 
boxes. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  v2»25  per  barrel,  v/ith  few 
buyers;       'I'he  season  is  so  advanced  that  the  buyers  are  un- 
loading their  warehouses. 

0  0 

X^'iaximum  temperature  for  the  week,  51  ;  minimum,  30  . 
Generally  clear,  with  n'.Ttherly  winds. 

Tashington;  I',G.  4/22/I6. 

Profetsor  Stuart  leaves  Monday,  April  24th,  for  an 
extended  trip  through  the  southern  States.       Ke  will  visit  the 
principal  potato  producing  sections  of  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Ciilahoma,  and  Arkansas,  return- 
ing to  '.Vashington  about  May  10th. 


THE  EYE    will  follow  him, and  the  office  force  would 
be  g.;-ateful  for  especially  interesting  reports,  for  the  next 
two  weeks,  from  our  Station  leaders. 


2  H  E  EYE 


'miKLY    P0:2AT0  BULLETIN 


of  the 

Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations, 


4/22/1 6. 


Arliugton  Farm; 


For  the  week  ending  Apr.  29,  1916. 


Oar  seedling  pctat-jes,  12,960  in  number,  were  potted 
off  this  week.       The  storage  house  has  "been  cleaned,  all 
potatoes  disposed  of,  ard  the  icii^g  discontinued. 

Greeley.  Golo.;  the  week  endir-g  Apr.  22,  1916. 

Cool,  windy  weather  prevails.      v7e  have  had  no  moisture 
din*i]ig  the  past  v/eek,  consequently  the  ground  is  getting  very 
dry,       l^e  have  sovm  our  oats  and  are  now  puttiiog  in  the  alfalfa 
seed. 

^eroiiie,  Idaiio;        :?or  the  week  ending-  iipr.  22,  1916. 

Tiiere  are  four  out-croppings  of  rock  in  the  field  where 
we  shall  iiave  our  potatoes  this  year. 

^he  v/eather  is  still  cold.        v;e  shall  proiDaoly  have  a 
freeze.      Peaches  and  cherries  are  in  blossom.      ^e  can  see  a 
big  snow  storm  raging  about  two  miles  awa^"  in  the  hills.  The 
maples  aiid  poplars  are  leafii^g  out. 

7/e  shall  finish  irrigating  the  alfalfa  about  Tuesday". 
Our  supply  of  water  has  been  reduced  to  half  a  second  foot. 
We  shall  start  leveling  to-morrow. 

r>.  Tai,''lor  is  starting  a  movement  for  certified  pot^^toes. 
This  is  tc  oe  on  an  acre  basis. 

Potatoes  ai'e  selling  at  ^1.00  per  hundred  v/eight  at 
T-jyin  Falls.  o 

0 

Liaximum-  temperature  for  the  v/eek,  57  ;  minimum,  35  • 
A  freeze  on  the  19th  caught  most  of  the  cherries  and 
peaches  which  were  in  bloom. 

Horfolk.  Ya.  For  the  week  end i:ag-  ^-pril  22,  1916. 

Prof.  T.  C.  Johnson  reports  that  in  some  rows  of  our 
experimental  plats  about  75  per  cent  of  the  potatoes  planted 
are  up,  while  in  others  not  over  10  per  cent  or  15  per  cent  are 
showing  above  ground.         From  present  indications,  the  majority 
of  the  potatoes  will  be  through  the  grouPid  by  the  middle  of  next 
week,  especially  if  weather  conditions  are  favorable. 


Presque  Isle,  Ilaine:        ?or  the  week  ending  April  22,  1916. 


V/e  iiave  bean  sorting  aiid  weighing  seed  for  shrinkage 
and  I  or  oiir  ^♦'.^hole  vs.  Cut  Seed"  experiment  s,  and  sending  out 
mailing  orders  for  seedlings  and  varieties, 

Farniers  have  brought  in  but  few  potatoes  this  week. 
Prices  averaged  about  J2.50  per  barrel. 

Carpienters,  painters  and  plumbers  have  been  very  busy 
a.z  Aroostook  State  Farm  during  the  past  two  weeks. 

A  clipping  from  the  Star  Eerald,  April  25,  says: 

"For  the  present  year,  the  ILiperiment  Station 'expects 
to  undertake  a  variety  test  of  some  small  fruits  on  Aroostook 
Farm.      '.Vith  these  as  a  basis,  it  is  proposed  to  do  some  breed- 
ing work,  both  by  seleciiion  and  hybridization,  in  an  attempt  to 
develop  fruits  especially  adapted  to  Aroostook  conditions." 

T.Iaximu2;i  temperature,  60^,  minim^uiL,  26°;  Trecipitati on  none. 


V/ashington.  D.C.        For  the  week  ending  April  29,  1916. 

^^-r.  George  Co*  der  will  go  to  Norfolk,  Ilonday,  I.Ia^^  1, 
to  take  notes  on  germination  anc,  vigor  of  plants  in  our  experi- 
mental plats. 

Jiie  weather  is  warm  and  beautiful.    Flcrers  in  the  parks 
are  in  full  bloom,  and  mmy  trees  and  shrubs  are  in  full  leaf. 

Because  of  the  illness  of  Hiss  Cimnor,  the  cooking 
tests  were  interrupted  last  v/eek.      'They  will  be  resumed  nest 
*.i0nday. 

Interesting  ITctes        Frof.  Stuart.  Apr.  29,1916. 

i?^om  Hastlns:'s.  Florida. 

The  weather  is  d-uite  warm.    I.Ir.  Lawton  and  I  have  been 
over  most  of  the  Kastiiigs  District  to-da^'.    The  roads  are  in  had 
condition  because  of  the  ury  weather.    Dust  in  places  so  deep  that 
ou:-  Ford  stalled  two  or  three  times  and  I  had  to  get  out  and  pu^. 

The  potato  acreage  of  this  District  is  placed  at  from 
11,500  to  12,000  acres.      The  crop  is  estimated  at  from  50  to  60 
per  cent  of  last  year*s.      1700  cars  shipped  out  last  year,  this 
year  about  900.      I'^rices  have  dropped  50  cents  a  barrel  since 
yesterday,  with  no  apparent  reason.    Prevailing  price  to-day,  F.O.B., 

is  $5.50  per  barrel  for  iTo.  I's,  C4.50  for  ITo.  2's,  5:3.00  imd. 
;J4.00  for  ITo.  3*s.      Yields  are  running  from  15  barrels  to 

57  barrels  per  acre,  with  the  bulk  of  the  crop  running  around 
30  barrels.      Some  are  getting  85  per  cent  ITo.  I's,  while  otiiers 
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are  getting  as  lov/  as  15  per  cent  of  llo.  l's« 

Lj"S,  0.  C.  Dinkins,  the  successful  v/omaii  potc^to  grov/er 
of  the  I'istrict,  ./as  harvesting  40  oarrels  per  acre  on  her 
poorest  field,  with  a  prospect  of  75  "barrels  on  her  "best  one, 

The  Eastings, District  has  been  visited  by  5  freezes 
this  season,  all  of  which  did  damage.     It  has  also  been  one  of 
the  driest  seasons  knov/n,  mailing  it  very  difficult  to  keep  the 
soil  sufficiently  moist  to  maintain  the  plants  in  a  healthy 
growing  condition. 

Some  fields  have  also  suffered  very  naterially  from 
the  ravages  of  the  aphids. 


Prof.  Stuart's  itinerary  is  as  follov/s: 

Mobile,  Ala.       Gawthon  Hotel 

Apr, 

.  28-30 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Hattiesburg  Hotel 

May 

1 

Magnolia,  Miss.,  Victoria  Hotel 

Llay 

2 

l\lew  Orleans,  La.,  Hotel  Mont ele one 

May 

T 
%j 

Alexandria,  La.,  The  ITew  Rapides, 

May 

4 

Slireveport,  La.,         Y  uree  Hotel 

May 

5 

Houstoh,  Hotel  Bender 

May 

6-7 

penison,  Texas.        The  Denison 

May 

6 

Shawnee,  Oiila.      The  Norwood 

May 

9 

Muskogee,  Okla.      .Hotel  Severs 

M^- 

10 

Ft.  Snith          Hotel  Main 

Majr 

11 

T  H  S  EYE 
of  the 

a 

Office  of  Korticultural  and  Pomologicd  Investigations, 

4/29/I6. 


Greeley,  Colo.; 


For  the  week  ending  April  2S,  lilG 


Tiie  exxDress  sliipinent  of  Early  Ohio  seed  from  Sabin, 
r.'i.......  .xas  arrived,  but      ]-ve  lieard  nothiiig  about  the  Husset 

2ural  shipment. 

very  busy  now  looMng  after  the  i'arm  work,  treating 
seed,  mailing  improvements,  etc. 

Our  oats  are  coming  up  and  the  alfalfa  is  start^.^ 
nicely.        I'he  weather  remains  cool.      ".7e  have  had  no  moisture  of 
any  consequence  this  spring.      A  little  rain  fell  tliis  afternoon, 
but  only  enough  to  moisten  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

I<ir.  Eugene  Grubb,  of  Carbondale,  was  a  recent  visitor 
at  the  Station. 

Jerome.  Idaho:      ?or  the  week  ending'  April  29,  1916. 

Several  of  the  fanners  in  this  section  will  start 
planting  potatoes  to-ds^>-.    On  the  tent/x,  I  planted  4  early 
V£j*ieties  of  potatoes  in  the  gai'den,  \^^ich  had  been  greened  by 
sunlight  in  the  greenhouse  for  a  period  of  two  weeks,  i'he 
varieties  were  Extra  Early  Fillbasket,  Early  Rose,  Early  Vermont, 
and  Seedling  22363.        'xh.e  sprouts  v/ere  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
long,  on  the  Fillbasket,  to  an  eighth  on  the  seedling.  Three 
da;,''s  ago,  some  of  the  Fillbasket  and  Early  Hose  appeared  above  the 
ground  and  were  nipped  by  the  frost  on  the  29th.      The  seedling 
will  be  the  third  to  germinate  and  t^^e  Early  Vermcait  v/ill  be  the 
last. 

Shall  staro  treat i..g  to-day.    ;7iil  have  to  work  a 
portion  of  the  night  in  the  cellar  for  the  next  two  weeks;  the 
outside  work  has  taken  too  much  of  my  time. 

Finished  levelixig  the  potato  laiid  last  wee;    also  put 
the  ditches  across.    To-day  we  shall  set  the  boxes,  checks  and 
tubes  and  irrigate  the  six  rows  in  each  plot  which  are  to  be  ir- 
rigated before  plant ii^g.    The  deep  plowing  should  stai't  about 
Tuesday;    the  ro.i/s  which  are  irrigated  nov/  will  be  plov/ed  before 
planting,  malvirjg  the  soil  loose  and  friable.      'ilhe  chang'e  in  the 
ditches  does  not  affect  the  rotation  cclieme,  but  it  makes  the 
irrigation  rnuch  more  rapid  and  thoro-ugh.  ^ 

IIa:dmum  temper^.ture  for  the  week,  65  :  minimum,  29^. 
The  freeze  on  the  29th  did  but  little  damage. 

ilorfol^v.  Va.      For  the  week  eridi2:!g  iJay  6,  1916. 

ilr.  Corder  reports  a  very  hign  per  cent  of  germination 
among  the  Irish  Gobblers.      The  Maine  growi  seed,  in  vigor  of 
plants,  is  far  ahead  of  the  home§8grown.    **lso,  the  plants  of  the 
greened  seed  are  fai'  more  vigorous  than  the  nonf*greened  seed  plants. 

The  soil  is  very  dry,  there  havir^g  been  no  beneficial 
rains  since  about  the  first  of  April. 


Presque  ^^^c,  I.-:-i-8;  ^"-e  weel:  endiiig  April  29,  1916. 

Tie  finished  treating  seed  stock  Llonda^^.      Started  CuT 
seed  greening  for  the  Greened  vs.  Ungreened  seed  experiment 
April  25.  • 

Have  worked  the  seedlings  into  4  lots:     (1]  ZJjer 
Unit  hlock;  (2]    Unsprayed  "block;  (3j  Hayford's  Farm; 

(4)    Planted  on  field  basis  with  planter. 

'.7e  began  Saturday-       -egroup  and  select  seed  for  the 
var-et;>.-  collection. 

V/e  can  begin  planting  next  week  if  the  seed  arrives 
from  "l^ashiiTgton  and  the  fertilizer  from  Houlton. 

Ihe  weather  has  been  renarliably  fine  for  Aroostook 
this  week.      Quite  a  nianber  ci"  "  ".-.iiers  have  been  planting  for 
several  daj^s.  ^  o 

I.Ia:siiiiuin  temperat-^ire  for  the  week  61  ;  miniiniin,  30  • 

I7ashingt c i. ,  I . G >  For  the  week  ending  Us;;  6,  1916. 

The  next  few  dc^-^s  will  see  the  close  of  this  year's 
cooking  tests.    0,7ing  to  Lliss  Connor's  illness  with  the  grippe, 
this  work  has  been  delayed  about  ten  days.      There  now  remains 
only  one  days  work  -.Tith  potato    hips,  and  several  bailing-  tests, 
which  can  be  completed  only  when  llr.  Crandall  can  give  his  time 
to  photograpiiing  the  results. 

Int er-sti ITbtes  by  Professoi'  Stu^t; 

Hattiesbur^:.  lli&s.;  April  33,  1916. 

Arrived  s.bout  5:30  P.  ....  .71  __  saiid  a  fsw  notes  ■  .^lO 

Llobile  section: 

I  did  not  reach  Llobile  ijntil  5:10  FridEy  afternoon, 
so  really  had  but  one  working  day.    I  therefore  decided  not  to 
attemiDt  going  to  Bay  iiinette  and.  F-ley  in  Baldwin  Co.,  but  to 
confine  raj^  efforts  to  Uobile  Co.      On  Saturday  v/e  drove  to 
Eieodore,  stopping  at  several  potato  fields  alorog  the  wa^^  in 
order  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  crop,  and  on  oiir  return 
we  passed  tlirough  another  section  of  the  county.      In  all  we  cov- 
ered over  40  miles,  and  saw  a  good  inanj-  small  fields.    On  no  farm 
did  I  see  over  ten  acres  and  on  insny  less  than  five    acres.  Hiie 
crop,  as  a  whole,  is  looking  well,  and  will  oe  ready  to  harvest 
by  Llay  15. 

-•-r.  Haloney's  imprecision  is  that  the  aorec^u  of  potatoes 
is  considerably  below  nori-^al,  but  an  entirely  opposite  opinion 
is  entertained  by  a  leading  Fruit  and  Produce  Company  member  whom 
I  visited  in  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon. 
Edwin  7/arley,  of  the  '.^'arley  Fruit  uid  produce  Company', 
told  Lie  that  30  carloads  of  seed  potatoes  nad  been  planted  i.: 


the  Liobile  section  tliis  spring.    „s  neaxl-j  as  I  can  fig-ure  it, 
this  would  represent  an  acreage  of  from  1800  to  2000  acres, 
ilr.  Warley  estimates  the  crop  at  300  cars.       He  expects  shipments 
to  begin  in  about  two  weei-zs. 

2he  Irish  Cobbler  is  almost  exclusively  grown  in  this 
section.      Here  and  there  a  few  Irish  Cobblers  and  Kings  were 
noted.      Ihe  seed  came  from  ^visconsin,  and  as  a  v/hole  is  fairly 
good. 

■.7eek  before  last,  or  the  week  ending  April  22,  they  had 
a       inch  rainfall  in  the  Mobile  district. 

I^ew  Orleans.  La.  May  2,  1916. 

I  feel  almost  as  though  i,  had  wasted  the  two  days  spent 
in  Mississippi,  particularly  the  time  spent  in  going  to 
Magnolia,  where  I  found  that  the  Irish  potato  was  not  being 
grov/n  coiimiercially  at  the  peesent  time.      However,  perhaps  it  is 
just  as  important  to  correct  ourselves  with  respect  to  misin- 
formation in  our  offices  files,  as  it  is  to  learn  a  whole  lot 
about  the  industry  in  an^-  given  locality. 

It  now  looks  as  though,  the  Houston,  Eagle  Lai:e,  and 
\^arton  territories  were  going  to  tai-ie  more  of  my  time  th.an  I 
had  planned*      '.Then  I  set  my  dates  at  the  beginnir^  of  the  trip, 
I  overlooked  the  fact  that  I  had  really  allowed  only  one  working 
day  for  this  whole  territory;  whereas,  in  all  probability,  it 
will  require  three.      I  siiall  probably  have  to  be  here  until  the 
8th  and  quite  likely  the  9th.        I  will  try  to  nalie  Hotel  Bender 
my  headquai'ters  while  in  that  territory. 

I  find  that  I  shall  have  to  leave  here  at  12:30  noon 
to-morrow,  for  Alexandria,  as  I  am  informed  that  that  is  the 
last  trcLin.      I  received  a  letter,  on  my  arrival,  from  the  County 
iigent  at  ^lexaiidria,  informing  me  that  while  he  could  not  be  there 
in  person  on  the  4th,  he  had  arranged  with  other  people  to 
look  ai'ter  me,  so  I  am  anticipating  a  pleasant'"  snd  profitable 
visit  at  that  point. 


THE  EYE 


,/!TK}:ly  potato  bullet iit 


of  the 


Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations. 


Majr  6,  1916. 


Greeley.  Gclo«  ^'or  week  ending  Lla^'  6,  1916. 

ITotliiiig  of  special  interest  has  occurred  duriiig 
the  past  week.  It  is  scmev/hat  waruer  than  previously  re- 
ported, "but  is  as  dry  as  ever. 

T7e  have  "been  irrigating  the  potato  ground  prepar- 
atory to  final  plowing. 

Potatoes  are  sei-.:..io  for  about  '^l»bO  per  hundred  weight. 

I  esqpect  to  go  to  Carhondale  within  a  few  days  to 
plant  the  experimental  potatoes  on  llr.  &.veet'£  ranch. 

The  Bus set  Rural  seed  from  Michigan  has  arrived. 
It  is  fine  looking  seed.      The  Pearls  have  also  arrived  from 
'Wisconsin. 

PresQue  Isle.  I.Iaine;         ^or  week  ending  ITay  6,  1916. 

Everybody  is  busy  planting,     ./ith  continued  gcod 
weather,  a  large  per  cent  of  the  farmers  -»vill  finish  next  week. 

7/e  have  been  busy  cutting  seed,  and  will  be  in  a  position 
to  push  things  with  a  minimum  loss  of  time,  as  soon  as  the 
fertilizer  arrives. 

The  Maine  ExperL^ent  Station  staff  arrived  ilay  second, 
and  have  made  a  good  start  in  their  v/ork. 

Potatoes  are  selling  at  ^2.40  per  barrel  tnis  week. 

'-aximum  temper ._.ture  61°;  minimum, I35'^;precipitat ion  .40  in. 

Inter  est  iii/r  ITctes  by  Profebscr  Stuart. 
Aleiisndria.  La.  lla;>-  4,  1916. 

I  reached  here  at  6:40  last  eveniiig,  and  have  been  busy 
thii>  iorencon  getting  such  inform;. ti on  as  I  could  regarding  the 
potato  crop  of  this  section. 

They  estimate  the  area  in  potatoes  at  from  2000-2500 
acres.    axI  planted  to  Triumph.    Seed  purchased  from  Minneapolis, 
i.ii:ni. ,  dealers,  and  from  Hemiiiigford,  ITeb.,  and  some  from  'Wisconsin. 

1st  crop  planted  from  10  "to  March  1; 

1st      "    harvested  ilay  10  to  May  30; 

2nd  crop  planted  in  August; 

End    "     h^vestea  in  jflovember. 

Croj)  is  looking'  v/ell.      They  expect  to  be^j-n  Cogging  about 
the  10th.      Heaviest  r-.cvement  from  15th  to  25th.    Zxpect  about 
250  cars. 

i..verage  yield  per  acre  estimated  at  60  bus.  (Very  low) 


I'Ow  yields  partly  due  tc  system  of  plenting,  rows  "being  5-6 
feet  apart, ill  order  to  allov/  of  interplanting  v/ith  corn  or 
cotton.    Potato  crop  regarded  as  so  mucL  extra  secured  from 
the  land.      Only  use  300  to  400  poimds  cottonseed  r.ieal  per 
acre,  as  a  fertilizer  for  the  potato  crop. 

C?hey  plant  al)out  7  "bus.  of  seed  per  acre.    Of  course, 
if  we  ta^:.e  into  consideration  the  wide  spacing  of  the  rows,  this 
is  about  as  heavy  seeding  as  in  the  ITorth. 

H ous  1 0  n .  -  e:zas . 

7as  soinev/feat  disappointed  at  not  findiiog  a  larger 
potato  acreage  at  Sin'evepcrt ,  but  three  poor  seasona  and  good 
cotton  prices  have  conspired  to  reduce  the  acreage. 

In  some  respects,  however,  I  was  particularly  fortunate 
in  meeting  men  from  whom  I  could  get  a  great  deal  of  information. 
I  7;as  also  favored  with  a  special  invitation  from  a  seedsman 
to  attend  a  luncheon  by  the  Hotary  Club  of  Shreveport,  at  the 
Youree  Hotel,  v/here  some  150  members  and  guests  were  assembled. 
In  this  way,  I  was  enabled  to  meet  a  good  many  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  the  city. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  was  especially  favored  in  being 
tai^en  out       the  Palmer  plantation,  consisting  of  2400  acres  of 
laiid,  most  of  v/hich  is  under  cultivation.    They  have  47  acres 
of  potatoes,  some  of  which  were  fairly  good.    Home-grov.-n  and 
Michigan  seed  had  been  planted.    It  was  a  most  interestir^g  trip. 

*Hn.  gleaning  what  info imiat ion  I  can  aromid  Houston  to-day. 
^0  to  2iinoij.ton  to-mcrrov/,  and  Eagle  Lat:e  the  day  after. 

A  freeze  all  over  this  section  April  8th  did  an  imm-ense 
amount  of  dcjiiage  to  the  crops,  particularly  to  potatoes.  Dry 
weather  during  February  and  Inarch  also  served  tc  reduce  the  crop. 
A  news  item  on  the  potato  crop,  in  the  Houston  Post  this  mornii:ig, 
reported  a  probable  shipment  of  600  cars  each  from  Eagle  La^^e  and 
from  'Thar ton. 

Paris.  Texas.         ilay  10,  1916. 

I  readied  Denis on  this  neon  and  found  a  letter  from 
Prof.  Clin  saying  that  he  would  meet  me  at  Ft.  Smith  to-morrcw, 
so  I  changed  my  plans  and  am  now  on  my  way  tc  Ft.  Smith,     (^et  a 
train  out  of  here  at  12:30  to-night,  ucid  reach  Ft.  Smith  at  5:50 
a.m.       "'/ill  probably  be  in  Ft.  Gibson  and  Liuskogee  on  Satta*day. 
Have  requested  Shawnee  mail  forwarded  to  that  point. 

I  spent  Lloijday  at  Eagle  Lake  and  Tuesday  at  Simonton. 

Did  not  go  to  V/harton. 


is  iDackward  on  account  of  a  freeze  April  Gtii  and  an  almost 
uninterrupted  drought  during  t?ie  whole  of  the  growir^  period. 
The  yields  are  rather  light,  50  to  100  "bushels  per  acre. 
Some  are  even  running  less.      Che  price  per  Taushel  on  Llonday 
v/as  from  Jl.5C  to  31,60  per  "bushel. 

'■^he  crop  in  the  Caney  and  Brazos  valleys  is  estimated 
at  about  1500  cars. 


■2  H  E  EYE 


******  ^. *** 


of  the 


orticulfaral  and  Pornological  Investir£..tions. 


The  ground  is  reaxiy  for  plfiuiiijuig  potc-toes,  bu.u  Uo-iii  week 
of  v/ind  has  done  considerable  towards  removiioe;  tiie  inoist'ore. 

Ail  of  ay  potL-toes  are  treated  except  the  -feuber  -onits  and 
seedlings,    finished  irrigating  the  oats  Saturday  night. 

Table  stocl-s:  potatoes  are  nov;  sellii%^  for  ^1.15  arid  ^^l.^J 
per  hundred. 

xloriollc.  7--,.  20,  1S16. 

Prof.       C.  Johnson,  of  the  Truck  Experiment  Station, 
Diamond  Springs,  Va.,  has  asiied  for  a  planting  plan  of  our  exper- 
imental potato  plat  at  that  point,  in  order  tnat  he  may  be  able 
to  answer  the  numerous  inquiries  of  visitors  regarding  the  plants 
from  different  sized  seed  pieces.      ^e  says  that  the  potatoes 
are  attract in^;  considerable  atcention. 

Pi^e^que  Isle,  Llaine;         L.-y  13,  li^lo. 

'2he  fertilizer  arrived  7/ednesday  night,  and  Y/as  hauled 
to  the  Farm  Thursday  morning.    Te  began  planting  in  the  after- 
noon, continuing  the  rest  of  the  week.    Am  hopiiig  for  fair  weather 
next  week. 

ITot  much  news  this  weac .  3verybody  very  busy  putting  in 

spuds • 

The  v/eather  has  been  remarkabl^f-  good-      "ith  no  rain  this 
spring,  however,  the  woods  are  getting  very  dry  , '  lorest  fires 
are  a  c oilmen  thing. 

LlaxLiram  temperature  icr  the  week,  53°;-  minimum,  35^'; 
winds  west  and  northv/est;    precipitation  .15. 

'■Vashii^ton.  7  .   .  Hay  20,  1915. 

The  4  boxes  ci  Early  Ohio  and  Late  Ohio  seed  potatoes  have 
arrived  from  Greeley,  and  have  been  sent  to  Jilaine. 

I:nt er c;^: iu^:  !.^otes  b.v  Profeoi^cr  Stuart;  • 

Our  visit        Ft.  i^^u.\,±±f  ^jtj.^.,  j^rovcu.  v o-y  ^^t,c^''^i.z±jig^»  ^ 
arrived  there  at  5:50  a.m.,  Thursday,  Ils^  11,  and  at  10:00  a.m. 
was  joined  by  Professor  'J7icks,  Horticulturist  of  the  Arkansas 
Experiment  Station  and  Prof.  V,  E.  Clin  and'v/ife.    Prof.  Olin  is 
in  charge  of  the  distribution  and  marketing  of  perishable  crops 
for  the  Frisco  lines. 

A  visit  was  made  to  the  experimental  -potato  plat  of 
Prof.  Ticks,  located  at  Tan  3-ui'en,  where  he  is  testir^  out  69 


i 


1 


varieties  of  pct^^tces  to  detemine  which  is  the  most  promising  for 
iiTiignsss  conditions.    Later  in  the  da^",  the  paity  were  the  guests 
of  2.2r.  Joe  i^^lexander,  of  Ft.  Smith,  who  has  a  large  acreou^s  -f 

potatoes  {340  acres]  in.  the  Arkansas  ■bottoms  in  Oklahoma.   .  ^.1^::- 

.  ander  took  us  to  these  fields  in  his  auto,  where  v/e  had  a  chance  to 
iiispect  the  growing  plants.    For  the  most  part  a  good  stand  was 
noted,  and  the  plz^iits  -ere  quite  vigorous.    Ihe  crop  in  this  section 
is  estiniated  at        .      ^  cars.      Harvesting  will  begin  about  the 
middle  of  June. 

Pa^ettevi.*.le         .  ibited  g„         IZ,         e  1  ..aC  -  o.x^ice 
to  look  over  the  horticultural  work  of  the  rxperinent  Station,  to 
examine  t._-3    otato  investigations  of  I*rof .  T/icI.:. .         -    of  the 
features  of  this  work,  aside  from  deter  '   '  j  the  adsp^oability  of 
vai'ieties,  is  tij.e  carrying-  of  the  seed  c2  —3  first  crop  (which 
is  harvested  about  July  IE)  in  '-rdinary  storage  until  the  following 
spriixg.      64  of  the  69  variet         ?re  successfully  carried  over 
unc       --.ese  conditio:-.-  . 

I  left  Pay et Levi .r^e  Oi.  i:ne  ...orning  of  ka^  13,  in     '  „ -ny 
-./i.-^  T'^-^f,  and  Ih-s.  Olin,  for  Ft.  Gibson  and  loiskogee,  Oki^. 
where  v/e  had  the  privilege  of  neetirig  a  nui^ber  of  growers  and  of  in- 
specting some  of  their  fields. 

Left  Iluckogee  at  11:25  p.  m.,  Sa^urda^',  kay  13,  for 
Tashington,  D.C.,  via  St.  Louie,  :!j*rived  at  ".Tashii-igton  ut 

1:05  p.  m,  ?:onday,  T.Tay  15. 


of  the 

Office  of  Hortieultur'al  and  rornologiccl  Iiivostigations . 


--ay  20,  1916 


Qre-L-ley,  cjolo.;  tiie  week  ending  I.!ay  20,  1916. 

VT.  u.  ?.  Clark  is  in  Gar"bondale  this  week  looking 
after  the  planting  of  the  experimental  potatoes,  3xpected  to 

finish  on  Saturday,  "but  on  accoim  of  hard  rains  was  ohliged  to 
stay  until  Lfonday. 

'i'he  season  is  unusual?.^  '  ^  .     '.-  ..  ..   sectir   ^   .   '.:  ^.  ear, 
so  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  potatoes  are  planted  so  far. 

Jerome,.  Idaho;         For  t}-^e  \Yo«k  ending  May  20,  1916. 

'i-he.  unnatural  v/eatl?.er  mentioned  in  my  last  report  still 
cont-inues.    Thursdaj,!"  we  stcrted  planting,  "but  a  Tzin  came  up 
and  made  the  soil  so  wet  and  sticky  that  v/e  had  to  stop.  The 
rain  continued  all  day  Friday,  and  Saturday  moming  the  wind 
came  up  and  within  an  hour  dust  was  flying.     77e  harrowed  the 
potato  ground  to  hold  the  moisture. 

xhe  potatoes  have  "been  cut  and  I.Gw„  tr..,^  a 

to  prevent  heating.    Our  disease  situation  is  much  improved 
over  last  year.       Then         rre  ohliged  to  plant  tul^ers  with 
some  rhizoctonia,  cuid  otners  with  fusarium  infection,  where 
Y/e  were  ahle  to  cut  below  the  visilile  infection.      This  ;/bsx 
we  throY/  out  every  potato  showing  rhizoctonia.  •       f^v-^vj  ^ne 
shcY/ir^"  even  a  trace  of  fusarium. 

Potatoec    -     selliiiig  at  Jl.SO  per  hundred  weight, — this 
is  for  marketaui-e  potatoes.      There  is  no  demand  whatever  for 
seed  potatoes.      The  Jerome  Milling  and  Elevator  Compani?-  are 
offeriiig'  to  furnish  seed  for  planting  and  to  ta:i.e  pa^-  in 
potatoes  next  fall. 

Hay  is  selling  at  ^10  in  stack. 

Help  is  so  scarce  that  il: -  I.as  loeen  obliged  ^ui. 

his  fanii  witli  two  hands  :,-^"t. 

Average  temperatur--     ,    last  week:  maximum  670;  minimum 
S4°;  5  partly  cloudy  days,  1  cloudy  daj'-;  .35  inches  rain  on  the 
19th.       i.verag*e  temper  at  ui-e  for  ^'^pril:  i::aximum  63.7°,  minimum 
35.2°;  highest  83°|  lowest  27°;  rainfall  .51  inohes;  clear-  days 
15,  partly  cloudy  11,  .Jid.  cloudy  4. 

X'i  0-  ^.C  .L.^  t       .  -  ...  .  ,  .  Ox   ^  ^.  '9 

Professor  Joimson  reports  that  he  hs.s  ^ust  examined  the 
potatoes  sud  find  thein  in  excellent  shape.      The  blooms  are 
forming  more  profusely  this  year  than  he  has  ever  seen  them. 

The  potatoes  on  hia  fertiliser  plats,  also,  are  showir^ 
soiiic  remarkable  difference^ . 


Presgiie  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  week  ending  Hay  20,  1916. 

Planting  ixoout  finislied  at         "-'c-m,  excSj^  • 
1915  and  tiie  1916  seedli::i£'s. 

It  will  proDS.bly  tal-ie  a  da^       :  ...iore  to  finisr. 

the  planting'  at  Illr.  Hayford^s. 

Swaimanoa.  j.. .0*  Ghe  wee^^  ending  -  '\   ^''j  l^/lo. 

llr.  »  liill,  Assistant  Hcrticiilturist  of  the  3>Iorth 

Carolina  12:.periruent  Station,  at  Haleight,  H.  C,  will  be  at 
Sv/annanoa  t?xis  week,  and  will  taLce  the  notes  on  the  growth 
^ii-^  vigor  of  our  South  i^Tierican  varieti  :r  potatoes. 

7ashing-ton.  r«C.         ?or  the.  week  ending  iiay  27,  1916. 

Professor  Stuart  left  for  Presque  Isle,  ^.-.^^n'^s  on 
23rd,  and  I-r.  G-eorge  ^order  follc:.-ed  him,  on  the  24th. 


'■-..J.-L  finisl;3-i  .,lriit  Ing  tlie  o.-|_.c^  L.-C-it al  pota.--  ~c 
-arlDondale  on  T.Tonday  last ,  and  got  TDack  tc  Greeley.,  'Tuesday 
moTn:^.r^.      'lie  se::.soii  there  has  heeii  cold  and  ■ba.cl^n«ra^d ,  so  thr.t 
planting  has  TDeen  later  t?ian  usual  this  spring, 

the  Greele^T-  district,  triere  wi^"  ""^'^  '"^"^    "  '   '  ' 

do-        -til  after  the  5th  of  June. 

7e  had  z-,  rainfall  of  nearly  an  inch  on         14,  and  over 
2  iiiches  on  Ma^;  20,' so  that  the  gromict  ' 'n  good  condition  for 
plantir^. 

Grain  and  alfalfa        ^'rowing  nicely  noY/. 

Jerc:i.5,  Idsl^o;  For  the  woeli  ending-  iiaw"  27,  1916. 

7e  are  heaving  clear  aiid  bgav.  .  "  .-.  ..  '...z'k,  ...ow. 

Average  maxiiiruiii  temper  at  m-e  57  ,  ...verage    '    "    .  ,  38;  rainfall 
•32  inches. 

Potatceii  wu'c  sc^i:  "  >^id  ^i*!^  ^or  vziiites,  and 

^1.25  for  russets.    Th^-  .    ^-od  inara-etahle  potatoes  on 

haiid  around  here.    Ilr.  Wag-ner  said  tiiat  the  coast  market  was 
strong,  and  that  i"1.50  could  he  secured  f  "   ^,  od  stock'.  Iced 
cars  v/ould  have  to  he  used  on  account  of  the  v/arm  weather. 
Around  Bladcfoot,  Rupert,  and  0?win  Falls,  considerable  land, 
on  which  the  sugar  beets  had  "been  Icilled  "by  the  frost,  is  "being 
plbwed  up  end  put  into  potatoes. 

The  potatoes  in  tiie  garden  were  all  frozen  except  the 
seedlings,  #iich  were  not  yet  up.      They  are  now  up  about  4 
inches  and  on  a  par  with  the  t/iree  varieties.      All  the  pota- 
toes are  now  in  except  the  tabor  units  and  seed  piece  investi- 
gations, and  the  seed  greening  lot.      le  have  not  had  suf- 
ficient sunshine  to  start  them  properly,         -'"  ".^  -   '  them 
in  before  the  last  of  the  v/eek. 

The.  soil  is  in  fair  condition,      vTliether  or  ...  ,    -e  irri- 
gate v/ill  depend  on  subseq-aeht  weathor. 

rorfoll-.  ^  . ,      For  the  weeJ:  -^--  -.^  June  3,  1916. 

Prof.  Johnson  r^crts  that  the  potatoes  are  in  splendid 
condition.    Pie  Imows  of  none,,  in  the  neighborhood  that  look 
■  F      I"*  as  t'--;'-'^  o-'-:  ^.to  "Experiment  Station  far.n,  this  year. 

PresQue  Isle.  x..aine;  •^'or  tlie  week  endir^  May  20,  1916. 

The  weav^x . .  .....w   •       eipec  '_.-l^  f  ..v  .ra"-lc  for  planting 

durirog  the  past  week.  Thursday?-  it  rained,  delaying'  operations 
one  daj^. 

We  finished  XDlcoiting  on  Aroostook  Farm  Saturday,  with  the 
exception  of  the  1^''."  r^^Gedli- ■:  r.-'  -  few  nuni'r-  : the  1909 
'-nd  1910  seedlings. 

Average  temperature  for  tlie  weelr  58°,  minimi-un  36 pre- 
cipitation 1.05  inches. 

T.H  Phair,         'Starch  iaxjgV  died  'Ihui'sc'  ^,     "^'  t. 


r.resqiie  I-aine«  continuedi 

'.Ye  put  1      ■    .     '    acre  aiid  a  lialf  ci  1909,  1910,  and 
1913  seedlir^'S  c  /.yford's  farm,  Hondas?  and  ^aesday, 

ProfewScr  Stuc^rt  arrived.  \7ednesda;>'  night.    Thursday  we  planted 
the  1915  seedlir^'S.    iir  Corder  arrived  Tlirusday  night,  sue. 
the  first  shipinent  of  1916  seedlii^gs  arrived  Thursday  mor.-  v 
T9  were  able  to  get  ail  the  plants  heeled  in  by  Satiirday  night, 
with  the  exception  of  6  boxes,  which  had  t       -  vx)rked  Sunday-. 
The  first  shipment  csrne  througli  in  ver^-  good  condition.  Tuesday's 
slxipnent  did  not  arrive  until  Saturday  morning,  and  the  pla::its 
were  in  bad  shape.      It  is  perfectly  obvious  Lhat  we  can  not 
raise  seedlings  satisfactorily  in  Maine,  without  a  greenhouse. 
Potatoes  are  selling  for  {3.00  per  barrel.  ^ 
Average  maximum  temperature  f      ^"^  ^-  .  --inimum 

52°;    precipitation  1.05  inches. 

Swatiaanca*  x^.O,  *!^or  tf-ie  week  ending  iviay  27,  1916. 

Prof.  H.G.Hill  reports  thai.       .las  ^ust  returned  from 
Swaamanoa,  and  has  teken  notes  on  the  germination  of  our  ' 
South  A:-:erican  varieties.      Tliere  is  a  fair  stand  and  all  of  the 
plants  that  ai'e  iip  appear  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  Tlie 
first  germination  was  on  the  13th,  but  on  the  24th  there  were 
still  several  blocks  to  show  complete  gerrniriation.- 

"As  a  whole,  the  prospects  are  fine,    '^e  liave  iiad  an  ex- 
cellent rain  for  two  days  and  nights,  which  seem  to  have  stim- 
ulated growth  of  all  kinds,    '^e  had  not  hai"  rain  for  ■^'-^y^vsI 
weeks,  and  consequently  the  cr02-)s  were  held  back". 

"'ashina-t  on ,     .  C .  ^^or  the  week  eMiiig'  June  2,  191u. 

7,  Carder  returned  from  I.Iaine  on  Jujie22,  and  will  go 
to  I.  or  folk  Llonda^''  next. 

Interesting  notes  by  rr-cf .  gtucJ't : 

I  left  Presque  Isle,  .    -.:.e,  on  V/ednesday,  May  31,  for 
Albois,  Yt.,  Y^^ere  I  expect  to  oversee  tiie  plaixting  of  some  Irish 
Cobbler  tuber  unit  and  hilx  selection    strains,  '-^        "  been 
developed  in  Maine,  on  the  farm  of  EvS.Brighara. 

On  the  completion  of  this  work,  a  brief  visit  will  be  made 
at  the  Vermont  Experiment  Station.     I  shal"        from  there  to  ■ 
Fenton  Srook  Farm,  Great  Barriiigton,  I'lass.,  .."..ere  a  f-urther  trial 
of  Department  tuber  unit  and  hill  selection  strains  of  Irish 
Cobbler  is  to  be  made  on  the  far.i;  of  Briggs  and  ^-Iger.      It  is 
hoped  that  these  extended  trials  of  select  strains  of  Irish 
Cobblers  will  serve  to  determine  the  relative  -nrk. 
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Greeley,  oolo.: 


■ii'or  tiie  week  eadiiig  June  3,  1916. 


During  the  past  week  we  have  seen  putting  in 
walxis  around  the  laboratory,  aod  concrete  flumes  in  our 
irrigation  ditches. 

Potato  planting  for  the  main  crop  in  this 
section  will  oegin  during  the  coming  week.      I  e:rpect  to 
"begin  'Tuesday. 

Jerome.  Idaho:       For  the  week  ending  June  3,  1916. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  much 
better  than  we  have  been  accustomed  to  this  season.  So- 
day  we  are  having  the  sajne  wind  and  low  temperature. 

Oats  are  malting  a  very  good  growth,  as  are  the 
potatoes  in  the  garden.       Alfalfa  will  mske  a  very  poor 
first  cutting,  because  some  of  it  is  recovering  very  slowly 
from  the  freeze.       a'e  shall  start  haying  about  zhe  first 
of  next  week. 

The  different  sized  seed  pieces  l^ave  been  planted. 
To-morrow,  we  shall  plant  the  tubers  which  were  greened. 
Hope  to  get  everything  in  by  Wednesday  noon. 

Average  maximum  temperature  for  the  week,  72°; 
average  minimum,  40^.       We  have  had  a  wind  every  day,  but 
no  precipitation. 

The  shrubbery  set  out  some  time  ago  is  coming  along 
finely.      One  slirub  has  already  put  out  a  bunch  of  pink 
blossoms.       The  white  clover  on  the  lawn  is  coming  up  in  good 
shape.       The  lawn  has  been  entirely  planted  to  white  clover, 
and  we  houe  to  have  a  good  sward  by  fall. 

A  State  quarantine  against  Calffornia  potatoes  in 
fected  with  tuber  moth  has  been  issued.      This  quarantine 
order  is  against  the  entire  State  of  California  and  resiiip- 
ments  of  California  potatoes  from  the  States  of  Oregon,  '.7ash- 
ington,  Montana,  and  U;>ah.      The  horticultural  department  of 
the  State  has  notified  the  16  deputies  in  the  different  dis- 
Jrricts  to  \ise  increased  watchfulness  for  the  comi]^  30  days 
against  potatoes  arriving  ^rom  ualifornia. 

Mr.  Zu23gel,  of  Brigham  Young  College,  arrived 
Sunday.       He  will  assist  Kr»  Pratt  in  his  laboratory  .vork 
during  the  summer. 
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Korfoll^.  Va«.  "^or  the  week  ending  June  10,  1916, 

Prof*  Stuart  and  Fir.  Uorder  are  in  llorfolk  taking 
notes  on  vigor  and  growth  of  Irish  Co^bblers  planted  at  -diamond 
Springs,      Prof,  Stuart  says:    "We  have  the  largest  vine  growth 
this  year  that  we  have  ever  had  at  this  Station,  and  for  that  matter 
it  equals  anything  I  have  seen  elsewhere."       A  few  of  the  plants 
and  tubers  will  be  harvested  before  Prof.  Stuart's  return  to 
7/ashington. 

A  clipping  submitted  by  Prof.  Stuart,  taken  from  the 
Virgiaian  Pilot,  says: 

"During  the  past  six  shipping  days,  June  3  to  9,  there  were 
marketed,  among  other  crops,  66,098  barrels  of  potatoes, 

I'he  prices  ai  which  potatoes  are  selling  still  hold 
steady  and  good.      i'he  governiaent  reports  for  June  6,  'i'hursday, 
show  that  on  that  date  10  different  states  were  shipping  potatoes, 
viz:  Virginia,  Korth  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  aeorgia,  Florida, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  i'exas,  and  California.       The  total 
number  of  cars  shipped  was  280.       Of  this  number  North  Carolina 
came  first  with  154  cars,  which  was  more  than  one-half  the  total. 
South  Carolina  came  next  with  44  cars;  then  i'exas  with  37  cars;  then 
Virginia  with  24  cars.       From  this  time  on  it  is  thought  that  Forth 
Carolina  will  fall  off  in  shipments,  and  next  week  Virginia  will 
doubtless  lead  the  potato  procession.      It  is  noted  in  readirjg  the 
reports  from  20  of  the  greater  markets  east  of  the  Mississippi  that  the 
double  headed  barrel  commands  a  better  price  tr.an  the  cloth  topped 
barrels.      ihe  difference  in  price  ranges  from  25  to  50  cents  the 
barrel.       I'his  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  potatoes  in 
the  top  of  the  cloth-topped  barrels  are  often  bruised  more  or  less 
in  handling.      Another  thing  to  be  noted  in  the  govei*nment  reports 
is  that  most  of  the  southern  stoc'^  of  potatoes  goes  to  marl-ret  in 
sacks  holding  90  poimds  each.       Some  states  -ase  60  pound  sacks. 

Old  potatoes  are  still  in  evidence  in  most  of  the  larger 
markets.         I'he  old  potatoes  are  commanding  an  average  price  of 
§1  to  ^l.iO  per  bushel,  while  the  new  potatoes  command  -^4^  to  §5  for 
a  barrel  holding  less  than  three  bushels.         It  looks  a  little 
singular  to  see  ten  states  shipping  early  potatoes  to  market,  and 
nearly  all  the  markets  still  with  more  or  less  olfi  potatoes  on  hand, 
and  yet  the  prices  have  held  unusually  steady  to  i^:4  to  ;jj;6.50  the 
barrel. 

If  the  market  is  broken  by  Virginia  potatoes  it  will  be 
due  to  careless  sorting.      It  is  better  to  ship  a  few  less  number 
of  barrels  and  have  the  work  done  right  than  to  ship  more  and  hurry 
the  work.    The  pickers  need  constant,  careful,  supervision.  It 
looks  as  if  the  quality  of  both  potatoes  and  beans  was  quite  a  bit 
above  the  average  this  year." 


PresQue  Isle.  Ivlaiiie; 


^or  the  week  ending  June  3,  1916, 


We  finished  planting  the  1S15  seedlings  and  the 
remainder  of  the  1909  and  1910  seedlings.    Prof.  Stuart  left 
Presque  Isle  for  Vermont  Wednesday  noon,  and  llr.  Corder  took 
his  departaare  for  'Washington  Wednesday  night. 

I  "began  transplanting  the  1915  seedlings  Friday; 
Friday  and  Saturday  v/e  had  put  out  5500. 

V/e  have  had  good  growing  weather  this  week;  the 
potatoes  planted  between  iiay  1  and  10  are  beginning'  to  break 
ground. 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  for  ^2.75  per  barrel. 
Average  maxiraum  temperature  for  the  week  69°; 
average  mininnjin,  45;  precipitation  .75  inches. 

Swannanoa.  N.C.  June  7,  1916. 

The  South  ibr.erican  potato  plants  are  showing  a  few 
scattered  blossoms. 

Washington.  3^.0.  June  13,  1916. 

Prof.  Stuart  will  return  from  iJIorfolk  on    June  14 • 

Mr.  border  returned  from  Norfolk  yesterday. 

Mr.  H.  J.  xtamsey,  whose  headquarters  are  now  at 
Los  Angeles,  is  at  the  Washington  office  for  a  few  days. 

All  Departments  of  the  Goverrjnent  will  close  on 
June  14  in  honor  of  Flag  Day,  to  enable  all  employees  to 
watch  or  participate  in  the  monster  demonstration  in  favor 
of  preparedness.         Every  American  citizen  is  supposed  to 
wear  a  flag,  and  every  participant  in  the  parade  which, it  is 
estimated, will  consist  of  50,000  people,  will  Cijry  a  flag. 
Oar  ^ity  of  Flags  will  be  doubly  beautiful  to-morrow  in  its 
drapery  of  glowing  American  colors. 
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For  the  week  ending  June  10,  1916 


Potato  planting  is  progressing  nicely  at  the  Station^ 
We  have  finished  the  variety  test  and  the  seedlings  and  have 
started  on  the  South  American  varieties.  The  ground  is  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  with  sufficient  moisture  to  bring  the  plants 
upa  A  few  of  the  farmers  in  this  section  have  finished  plant- 
ing j  others  have  only  just  started. 

The  acreage  will  be  larger  than  usual  this  year» 

Jerome  1  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  June  10,  1916 • 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair.  There 
were  six  clear  days  outof  the  week,  but  four  of  them  were 
windy  and  quite  cool,  eind  vegetation  did  not  make  much  of  a 
growth. 

Average  maximum  temperature  for  the  week  71*^;  average 
minimum,  42°;  rainfall  .01« 

On  the  6th,  soBie  of  Mr,  Wagner's  potatoes  were  caught 
by  frost.      The  leaves  were  burned,  but  otherwise  little  damage 
was  done.      Sunday  morning,  we  had  a    light  frost  at  the  Station. 
The  upper  leaves  of  the  potatoes  in  the  garden  were  frosted,  and 
in  most  of  the  fields  where  the  potatoes  were  up  there  was  more 
or  less  damage. 

Summer  has  not  yet  arrived. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  |l,25,  but  there  is  little 
movement,    due  to  scarcity  of  marketable  or  table  stock  potatoes. 

We  finished  planting  potatoes  last  week.      Some  of 
them  are    being  irrigated;  everything  needs  irrigating. 

The  oats  are  looking  better  than  any  oats  I  have  seen 
this  season.      We  have  started  haying;  this  cutting  will  be  very 
light.      The  alfalfa  has  made  but  little  grov/th  since  the  freeze* 

My  potatoes  were  greened  in  the  preparation  room  of  the 
cellar.      The  weather  during  the  three  weeks  of  the  greening  was 
so  cold  and  cloudy  that  the  greening  was  much  retarded. 

Dr,  Jones,  Director  of  the  Idaho  Experiment  <<tation, 
called  on  us  between  trains  this  morning.      He  intends  to  return 
in  July  or  August  and  spend  more  time  with  us. 

(reneral  Not9gL_bv  Prof.  Stuart. 

Norfolk,  Va.      A  small  digging  of  the  progeny  from  greened  and 
ungreened  seed  was  rade  on  the  12th.      It  showed  an  average  gain 
in  weight  of  primes  in  favor  of  the  greened  seed  of  27  per  cent, 
and  a  total  gain  in  yield  of  primes  and    culls  of  32*5  per  cent. 
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The  average  isreight  of  the  primes  from  the  greened  seed  was  3*13 
oz« ,  as  against  3.64  oz«  from  the  ungreened. 

We  are  planning  to  harvest  one  set  of  our  plantings  with 
different  sized  seed  during  the  week  of  June  19-14, 

Cape  Charles >  Va»    A  drive  from  Cape  Charles  to  Capeville,  Va. ,  and 
an  inspection  of  several  potato  fields  at  the  latter  point  on  Tuesday, 
June  13,  has  given  the  writer  the  impression  that  the  prospects 
for  a  good  crop  of  potatoes  are  better  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Virginia  than  in  the  Norfolk  district.    Harvesting  is  barely  under 
way  and  as  yet  it  is  too  early  to  venture  a  prediction  as  to  the 
size  of  the  crop.    The  growers  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  yield 
will  be  somewhat  belov/  normal  and  considerably  less  than  that  of 
1915.    One  field  was  observed  in  which  considerable  areas  of  plants 
were  showing  what  have  been  characterized  by  the  "Potash  Syndicate** 
as  an  advanced  stage  of  potash  starvation.    We  hope  to  have  some- 
thing further  to  report  along  this  line  in  a  later  issue  of  "The  Eye". 

Present  quotations  for  new  potatoes  in  the  eastern  markets 
range  from  |4.50  to  |5.25  per  barrel. 

Washington >  D.  C.  Cool  and  showery  weather  has  prevailed  during 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  week.    Warmer  weather  is  needed  for 
most  crops. 
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Greeley  J  ColoradQ»_._  For  the  week  ending  June  17  ,  1916, 

Potato  planting  in  this  section  is  practically  corn- 
plated.      ¥e    finished  at  the  Station  Friday,      Have  just  fin- 
ished irrigating  the  grain  and  are  cultivating  the  potatoes. 

We  have  cut  enough  alfalfa  to  furnish  hay  for  feed- 
ing end  expect  to  cut  the  main  crop  next  v?eek»      The  prospects 
for  the  first    cutting  are  exceptionally  good* 

JeroTuQa  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  June  17,  1916. 

During  the  past  week  v/e  have  had  very  good  growing 
weather.      The  potatoes;  are  germinating^  those  which  were  ir- 
rigfcted  prior  to  planting  are  about  ten  days  ahead  of  the  others* 
I  have  just  finished  irrigating  all  the  potatoes.      The  soil  was 
too  dry  for  good  germination* 

Half  of  the  hay  is  in  the  stack  J  the  other  half  is 
cut  and  will  be  hauled  today  and  tomorrow.      T^e  alfalfa  must 
be  all  recorrugated  because  of  the  old  corrugations  and  then 
it  must  be  irrigated.      The  oats  are  needing  an  irrigation  and 
water  ^ill  be  turned  on  them  today. 

Last  night  the  temperature  dropped  to  37^  and  today 
there  is  a  cold  raw  wind  blowing.      Average  maximuiii  temperature 
for  the  past  v^eek,  85^ j  average  Kinimuir,  temperature,  43°;  high- 
est, 93°on  the  16th  and  lowest,  32°  on  the  llthj  all  clear  days| 
no  precipitation. 

A  few  potatoes  are  still  being  planted. 

Presque  Isle,  Maine,  For  the  week  ending  June  10,  1916. 

Wonderful  growing  weather  for  the  past  week*  MaximuEO 
temperature,  76^;  minimum  temperature,  41*^;  precipitation  .25  inches. 

We  transplanted  the  remaindar  of  the  1916  seedlings  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  and  spent  the  major  part  of  the  remainder  of  the 
week  fighting  cutv^orms  and  flea  beetles  ,      The  storage  tank  has 
been  corked,  filled  with  water,  and  we  are  ready  for  spraying  bugs 
or  blight. 


Presoue  Isle,  Maine.-  continued.      For  the  week  ending  June  17 j  1916, 

Good  grov.'ing  Y/eather  continues  and  we  cire  still  fight- 
ing   flea  beetless      The  field  has    been  cultivated  and  horse-hoed 
tv.'ice  and  is  looking  fine.      We  have  a  little  witch  gra.ss  this 
year  and  it  is  going  to  take  some  hand  hoeing  to  get  rid  of  it» 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  for  $2.40  to  |2.80  for  the 
past    two  vveeks*      Maximum  temperature,  76.^;  minimum  tempert-ture  45^; 
precipitation  *SB  inches. 

Washington  and  Diagiond  Springs^  Va«^  ^o'^Q,^  .^.X.-^r^^.^.^..^.^,^  .^-'^■^^^n'^.5_ 

On  the  evening  of    June  19  the  witer,  accompanied  by  Miss 
Margaret  Connor    and  George  Ccrder,  left  Washington  for  Norfolk,  Va« 
to  make  the  first  harvesting  of  our  experimental  plantings  of  large 
and  small  sized  tubers.      By  dint  of  long  hours  and    steady  work 
from  Tuesday  until  Friday  v/e  were  able  to  harvest  and  weigh  the 
progeny  of  a    little  over  half  of  the  plants  included  in  one  of 
the  triplicate  sets.      Although  the  data  taken  has  not  as  yet  been 
tabulated,  our  impression  is  that  it  is  going  to  corroborate  that 
of  last  year»      In  the  halved  and  quartered  seed  of  the  6,  5,  and 
4  02.  tubers    some  of  the  44  yds,  rows  yielded  a  barrel  of  primes 
or  at  the  rate  of  SCO  bushels  per  acre. 

The  potato  vines  in  the  Norfolk  section  are  still  quite 
green  and  the  yield  is  rapidly  incres-sing. 

Potato  shipments  from  this  section  for  the  week  ending 
June    24  will  be  heavy.      Unusually  heavy  deliveries  v;ere  being 
received  at  the  Old  Dominion  Line    wharves  on  the  23rd.  Thursday 
quotations  in  the  large  eastern  markets  ranged  from  |3»25  to  f4.25 
per  barrel,  rith  the  bulk  selling  from  t'3«50  to  t3«75. 

I  am  planning  to  go  to  Swannanoa,  N.C.  cn  Monday  to 
take  notes  on  the  South  Anierican  variety  collection  and  the  seedling 
varieties  planted  on  the  North  Carolina  Branch  Farm. 
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GreelQir >  Color^do,^  ?or  the  w«»k  ending  June    34,  191$« 

Hot,  dry  wsather  has  piT«v&iil«<i  duriag  the  pa«t 
sreeic*     Haying  is  now  und^r  way  In  this  section.     Qur  hay 
is  all  cut  e^nd  part  of  it  stacked* 

ThQ  experimental  potatoes  which  were  pl&nted 
first  are  beginning  to  come  up*      Irish  Cobblers  planted 
in  th<^  ^&rden  May  8  are  in  bloosi* 

Jerome,  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  June  34,  1916* 

Our  work  is  progressing  satisfactorily  and  there 
is  a  lot  of  it*     Last  week  we  fininhed  the  haying,  eorru« 
gated  15  acres  of  alfailfa,  watered  the  oats,  and  cleaned 
alfalfa  out  of  some  of  the  ditches*     This  latter  work  still 
continues    this  week*     We  have  a  day's  corrugating  to  do  and 
have  started  mtering  the  alfalfa*       The  farmers  are  just 
beginning  to  cut  their  alfalfa*      The  oats  are  heading  out* 

*^hQ  sugar  beets  put  in  by  the  Japs  are  all  up  aiui 
doing    nicely*     Many  of  ths  farmers  who  put  In  sugar  ^eets 
have    been  obliged    to  harrow  them  up  and  plant  oats  in  their 
stead*      In  nost  cases  the  seed  was  planted  in  soil  lacking 
soisture  and  germinated  unevenly* 

fhe  weather  last  ^sek  was  off  for  a  few  days  and 
during  that  ^riod  a  great  irasy  beani  and  potatoes  were 
daniaged    to  a  comiiderable  exti^nt  by  frost*      The  following 
is  ft  report  of  the  i^'sather  for  the  past  weeks 
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Ttud  present  week  ie  starting  off  well* 
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PregQUe  Isle.    Maine t  For  the  waek  endiiag  Ju&e  34,  19X6» 

We  finished  hand-hoeing  Friday  night,  and  horse-* 
hoed    Saturday*     This  makes  tha  third  time  this  season  that 
the  potatoes  have    been  cultivated  and  horse-hoed* 

Good  growing  weathor  continues  with  just  enou^ 

rain* 

The  old  potatoes  are  ubout  ole&n^  up  in  this  sec* 
tion.     Practieally  none  are  nffered  for  sale* 

For  tha  past  we<3k  average  saximuBi  teaperaturSi  70*^1 
average  sainiawa,  52**i  highest,  75^ i  lowest,  45^ i  precipita- 
tion,*49  inches* 

^^^shinftton«  P*C*  ,<f4iu  *iwfirnai^oa.  H*C*  Notes  by  Prof^sgor  Stuart, 

Continued  showery  weather  and  moderate  tesiperaturs 
has  served  to  provide  favorable  potato  growing  ccnditions* 

On  Monday  evenilh^  the  writer  left  Washington  for 
Swannanoa    for  the  purpose  of  securing  notes  on  the  varieties 
and  seedlings  at  that  poi^t  and  to  taake  euch  crosses  oppor- 
tunity offered*      Favorable  growing  weather  has  prevailed  at 
Swannanoa  during  the  month  of  ^une  and  as  a  result  the  crop 
is  looking  quite  satisfactory* 

Tha  South  American  varisty  coi lection  is  imking  a 
much  more  satisfactory  growth  as  a  whole  than  was  obtained  at 
Highlands  last  seamen.      The  y^l low-f leshad  Peruvian  potatoes 
were  in  blo<^  and  a    goodly  number  of  reciprocal  crosses  between 
them  and  some  of  cur  leading  eonimdrelal  v^drieties  were  znade* 

«fh«  behavior  of  the  seedling  collection  froK  H^ine, 
consisting  of  soiiie  thi  ty-five  numbers,  proved  a  very  intareet- 
ing  study*      some  are  Baking  as  vigorous  growth  of  stem  and 
foliage    a^  in  Uaine,  ^hile  others  show  a  very  marked  reduction 
in  health  and  vigor*      It    is  hoped  that  some  of  these  seedlings 
may  prove  adapted  to  the  more  elevated  sections  of  Horth  Caro- 
lina* 

The  ^ork  of  note-taking  ami  crossing  was  completed 
in  time  to  take  the  3:05  P.  M*  train  for  ^shington  on  Thurs- 
day, permitting  our  return  Friday  morning* 
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office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations. 

July  1,  19 16, 


Greeley .  Oolorado,  For  tha  week  ending  July  1,  1916. 

Unusiially  hot  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  past 
week.      Three  tenths  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  Monday  night. 
We  finished  haying  Wednesday.      The  estimated  yield  was  one  and 
one-half  tons  per  acre* 

It  is  a  little  esu'ly  to  form  any  opinion  regarding  the 
prospects  for  the  potato  crop  though  I  have  heard  several  re- 
ports to  the  effect  that  the  seed  is  not  coming  up  very  good* 

Among  recent  visitors  to  the  Station  have  been  Mr. 
Penteado  of  Brazil,  Mr.  lugvason  of  Iceland,  and  Ur*  Jacobsen 
of  Denmark. 

Presque  ,I,3le>  Maine.  For  the  week  ending  July  1,  1916. 

We  have  had  lots  of  rain  during  the  past  week. 

Have  begun  taking  notes  on  vine  growth.      For  the 
most  part  our  plots  are  looking  especially  fine  at  this  time. 
Bliss  Trlumpth  (Maine  seed),  White  Bliss,  and  Pearl  show  quite 
a  percent  of  disease.      Considerable  Mosaic  disease  is  present 
in  the  Green   Mountain  selections.      The  1916  seedlings  are 
growing  rapidly  and  are  looking  much  better  than  the  1915  seed- 
lings did  at  this    time  last  year. 

Friday  I  visited  Mr.  Hayford's  farm.  Had  our  pota- 
toes, which  consists  wholly  of  seedlings,  horse-hoed  and  hand- 
hoed.  These  potatoes  are  growing  rapidly  and  look  strong  and 
healthy. 

The  teams  on  Aroostook  farm  began  cultivating  and 
horse-hoeing  for  the  fourth  time.  We  shall  begin  spraying 
next  week. 

Average  maximum  temperature,  740j  average  minimum  tem- 
perature, 53°j  highest  temperature,  82°;  lowest  temperature  46°; 
precipitation,!  inch. 

^^erome . , Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  July  1,  1916. 

We  had  fairly  good  growing  weather  last  week.  Average 
maximum  temperature,  Sl*^;  average  minimum  temperature,  52°; 
6  clear  days;  4  days  west  wind  t^nd  3  deye  east  wind;  no  rainfall. 

I  was  obliged  to  postpone  the  late  plant  until  the  firet 
of    July  because  of  the  late  cool  spring  retarding  the  earlier  plent. 
The  Wilson  Bros,  have  liad  their  potatoes  frozen  down  so  often  this 
spring  that  they  are  all  vorn  out. 


Jerome^^  Idaho  -  continued t 

New  potatoes  are  eelling  at  5pf  per  pound;  old 
potatoes  at 

Will  finish  irrigating  the  alfalfa  Wednesday* 
The  second  cutting  promises  to  be  a  good  one* 

jfeshinEton  Notes* 

The  weather  still  remains  rather  coolj  making  it 
ideal  for  the  development  and  maturing  of  the  early  crop  of 
potatoes* 

The  failure  of  Congress  to  pass  the  Agricultural 
Appropriation  Bill  necessitates  some  curtailment  in  travel 
expenses* 

Messrs*  Stuart,  Ccrder,  West,  and  Hicks,  and  Miss 
C©nnor  l©ft  for  Norfolk  Wednesday  evening  to  finish  harvesting 
the  experimental  potatoes  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment 
Station* 

Norfolk  Notes* 

The  potato  vines  are    almost  dead  and  the  yield  of 
tubers  has  very  materially  increased  during  the  past  two 
weeks*      The  yield  this  season  is  the  best  yet  grown  on  the 
experimental  plot  by  the  Department*      It  now  appears  as  if 
the  crop  would  be    nearly  a  normal  one  for  this  section* 

New  potatoes  are  now  quoted  at  |2.50  to  $2*75  per 

barrel* 
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July  8,  1916. 


Gre eley .  C blp r ado ^  For  the  week  ending  July  8,  1916. 

It  18  getting  hotter  and  dri&r  as  the  season  advancese 
Consequently  the  prospects  for  the  potato  crop  in  this  section 
are  not  as  encouraging  as  they  were  at  this  time  last  year.  I 
have  vigited  several  fields  recently  and  in  no  case  did  I  find 
what  would  be  considered  an  ideal  stand*      Tisro  fields  were  seen 
where  the  stand  was  not  over  40  or  50  percent.      Considerable  of 
the  Rural  New  Yorker  seed  which  came  from  Carbcndale  has  rotted 
in  the  ground. 

At  the  Experiment  Station  we  have  a  good  stand  on  nearly 
all  of  our  plots.      Thursday  I  irrigated  about  half  of  the  field, - 
the  part  which  was  planted  last,-  as  it  was  getting  so  drj^  that 
the  growth  of  the  young  plants  which  were  just  coning  up  was  being 
retarded. 

Most  of  the  Si>uth  American  varieties  are  starting  out 
nicely.      Sjjme  of  them  have  given  a  perfect  stand  and  are  growing 
even  more  rapidly  than  our  native  varieties, 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  July  8,  1916. 

We  have  had  unusually  fine  growing  weather.      For  the 
past  week  the  weather  has  been  as  follows: 


Date 

Maximum 

Minimum 

2 

80° 

48® 

3 

82 

53 

4 

85 

45 

5 

83 

40 

6 

65 

43 

7 

92 

42 

8 

95 

45 

86 

45 

Tir.d      Character  cf  Day. 

West  Cloudy 

**  Clear 
«  It 

tt  ff 

tt  w 
II  « 


East 


Precipitation,  •22  inches  on  July  2nd. 


This  afternoon  the  County  Agents  of  Idaho »  accompanied 
by  tfr.  Welch  of  the  Gooding  Experiment  Station,  and  ID:*.  Kockbaum, 
in  charge  of  County  Agent  work,  visited  the  Station.     They  are 
making  a  trip  from  Gooding  to  Preston  by  auto.      There  were  twelve 
in  the  party. 


Jerome.  Idaho  «■  Ccnt:.nued. 

The  plarts  in  the  size  of  seed  piece  work  vary  in 
size  according  to  the  size  of  the  seed  piece*      An  interoDt- 
ing  feature  in  the  maturity  investigations  is  that  out  of  the 
two  rows  of  matured  Idaho  Rurals  there  were  124  plants  showing 
curly  dwarf,  while  in  the  immature  there  were  but  six.  There 
war©  practically  the  same  differences  in  both  the  Peoples  and 
Idaho  BuralSe 

The  potatoes  will  be  irrigated  the  second  time  this 

week. 

PresQue  Isle.  Maine »  For  the  wock  ending  July  8,  1916. 

Plenty  of  rain  the  first  of  the  week  held  up  spraying 
and  general  field  work  for  a  few  days.      Thursday  and  Friday  we 
sprayed  all  of  our  potatoce  tut  the  plot  for  "Resistance  to  Late 
Blight."      Potatoes  are  growing  fast  smd  some  vairioties  are  al- 
ready beginning  to  bloom. 

The  usual  aziount  of  "Kosaic*'  is  showing  up  in  the  fields 
of  Green    Mountains.      The  farmers  are  beginning  to  realize  that 
the  Green  Kountain  variety  is  a  back  number  for  Aroostook  County, 
and  having  no  good  late  variety  to  take  its  place,  have,  in  many 
cases,  put  in  all  Cobblers  this  year. 

The  weather  for  the  week  is  given  as  follows:  Average 
maximum  tenqperature,  72°;  average  minimum  temperature,  51^ J  high- 
est, 80®J  lowest,  40°i  precipitation,  l.S  inches. 

Norfolk  Notes, 

The  work  of  harvesting  the  various  plantings  of  the 
different  sized  seed  tubers  is  progressing  satisfactorily  at  the 
Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station.      The  task  of  counting  the 
stems  and  weighing  the  tubers  of  each  individual  plant  is  proving 
a  heavier  one  than  was  anticipated,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
data  being  obtained  will  be  especially  valuable  in  its  bearing 
upon  whole  and  cut  seed. 

The  yields  that  are  being  secured  are  almost  phenomenal 
for  this  sectionj  many  100th  acre  rows  producing  over  l-g"  barrels 
of  primes  or  over  150  barrels  per  acre,  while  an  occasional  one 
touches  175  barrels.      Such  yields  from  the  Irish  Cobbler  variety 
would  be  considered  very  good  indeed  in  the  famous  potato  producing 
county  in  Maine. 


Norfolk  Notes  -  Continued. 

For  the  mogt  part  the  weather  for  the  paet  week  has 
not  been  extremely  hot.      A  heavy  shower  Ifonday  forenoon  delayed 
harvesting  operations  for  over  an  hour  and  gave  us  some  muddy 
tutere  to  clean  before  weighing. 

At  our  present  rate  of  progress  we  will  finish  either 
on  the  17th  or  ISth* 

The  present  estimate    of  the  potato  crop  in  the  Nor- 
folk district  is  l,200j00C  barrels,  or  nearly  400,000  more  than 
that  predicted  at  an  earlier  date.      The  f.  c*  b.  price  at  present 
date  is  under  |2«00  per  barrel  Norfolk, 
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For  ih#         ending  SxCy  15»  1913* 


Is^ctning  of  iE^^ortasea  h^s  ocsurrad  9lsc3  th«  last  re- 
port •     Tne  \«f0ath^r  has  baas  sj^iarrhiit  erolar  during  th«  past 
'^'aek#     ITS  ^*^V3  ^so  had  a  littl3  rain,  ♦SI  inches,  so  that  sta- 
ditioKS  far  potiito  growi^  have  b^aji  &  little  SQr«  laTOm^# 
than  previously  reported. 

'Sh9  p^otatoes  on  the  expsri^aaatal  plats  atra  growing 
nicely  now.     Sotad  "Rhisoctcnia*  has  prdsent  in  th§  lat«r 

plantings  but  on  th*  «hold  tha  aasount  of  dis«a9«  present  is  coa- 
paratlv«ly  small. 

SBTf^*  Idahe.  For  the  week  ending  ^uly  15,  191fi. 

V9  have  Just  f^nishsd  irrigating  the  potatcea  fcr  the 
eeeond  tisie  &nd  are  aioi»  irrlgfxting  the  oata  for  the  latt  tlnie. 
ilr*  Sli^pherd  waa  out  the  other  day  and  co:a!rsntsd  oa  the  oats, 
saying  that  he  thought  they  would  yield  a  hundred  feiabisls  to  the 
.'icrs,     Ths  potatoes  are  ma^jlng  a  good  gmith  but  have  o  one  id  era's  le 
"Curly  0*arf»"     I  am  finding  thle  diseaoe  in  rl  nts  caming  froa 
tubers  *hich  »ere  eeleoiad  frsa  apparently  healtliy  hills  last  fall* 

l^ie  stakes  Ahich  wers  ordered  have  s.rr:.ved  -.-Jii  as  soon 
tie  thfry  are  set  we  wi^.I  get  r40te8  on  the  nunsber  of  plants  per  hill 
la  the  si^e  of  used  pisee  plots. 

Average  aaxiiaim  teagjaraturs  for  the  past  week  was  90® | 
average  rainl^a  teriperature,  61®}  no  rainfall|  excellent  growing 
weather. 

Many  of  the  famers  are  etill  putting  up  the  first  cut«» 
ting  of  lifalfe.     Sosse  b-irley  is  turning  but  est 3  tayi  §heat  htive 
not  started  to  ripen  yet  •     fot&toss  are  in  blcssoe  and  looking 
very  good  for  the  aio^t  part. 

PresAu»_  M^lne>  For  the  week  endij^  Suly  15,  1916. 

te  cultivated,  hor^e-hesd,  and  apr^iy^  a.^aln  this  wsck. 
P'-rt  of  the  >.'sck  -e  have  bt^a  ro^^ing  disgas-ed  pl^jsts,  for  ths 
mott  part  in  the  Cob!:}l<5rs.     t'e  s&ea  to  h&ve  mors  **Stre&k'*  this 
year  th&a  ur«ial«     I  believe  many  plaais  tv.4t  «e  recorded  us 
**Messtlo*  last  yetr  w^s  really  "Streak"  in  the  insipisnt  stags. 


I  wftd  through  U^rs  Hill        Bftstoe  &n  ISi^dsiym  th# 
li.T.Y0  Rot  th©  aiae  in  this  saetion  th&i  they  hava  in  the 
isssisdi&tii  vl$*>jrdty  of  l^resquo  Isle.     ITore  Greer,  k^jritaine  ar© 
gropfc  there»  bc»^ver|  tbaj:  In  Cuttitm  and  Fresque  IsJe, 

Ses)^rs.  Sarfa««  and  Mortsc  were  up  tl- is  ift-osk  te  look 
©ver  the  6iatiori  arork  on  Ajrooetoek  ?t;rau 

Was  over  to  l?r*  HL^rferd'c  fara  (rr.  Tlmrsdsf  to  lool?  af* 
ier  the  s96dl5.rt,e#     Tlie  plaata  sr©  groifing  fast  m.d  iire  IdoHi^ 
strong  end  thrifty.     fher*  is  some  dlsejise  that  sust  be  rogued 
dcoB  AS  poesi%/le» 

^I^e  wat^ier  hae  been  rery  irare  for  the  paat  i#ek« 

Br#  ClurkA  arrived  to  begin  epre^iag  ejcperlmente. 


KcrfrU  Hs'teg  . 

W«  flrlshfd  harresting  our  *xperiire»tal  potatoes  at 
BiataoBd  Springs |  Virginia,  ©a  the  i7th  ift  tiae  tc  taba  the  even* 
irig  boat  for  WaaUlngton.     tith  the  eitce^tictt  of  a  heavy  ehower 
en  the  10th»  ^hieh  Ciiuaed  abrat  an  hour  •a  delay,  no  tijse  «a«  lost 
betveen  the  StH  ana  the  17th*     Eain  is  badly  needed  at  the  present 
t  Ix^» 


Mr.  Stuart  left  the  eity  le^needay  evening,  the  19th, 
for  Kingeton,  HhoHe  Iglar4,  Orono  and  fireeque  Isle,  Maine*  On 
the  return  trip  point*  ic  Versr^rAt  and  Huss^ihasetts  fill  be 
visited  to  rate  the  behavior  ef  Kilfte«grc*n  Pepartaisrit  seedlings 
af4  Tsristal  fesl^ctlcne. 

Miss  Margaret  Soti^or  arid  Gecrge  Corder  are  busily  en* 
gaged  in  tsbul^tlng  the  Piaa^n^  Springs  ds.ta» 

War:^  v^fsither  i5.r rived  e^l^tat  a  «reek  Age* 


travel  H^tea  by  WlUiaa  Stu>.rt, 

On  July  20  the  irrlter  spent  about  2f  hours  at  the 
Rhode  IslaxKl  Experiment  Station  inspecting  their  experiraental 
potato  plats  end  incidentally  observing  the  behavior  of  the 
l^p^tieent  seedlings  under  trial  at  the  Station  gr-^unde* 


* 


On  ihd  way  frea  the  d«p©t  t©  th#  Station  far® 
^rof^aiior  Da&jon  inf?>r!^d  is©  that  up  to  t«»  dafs  ag©  th«ir 
j>et;;:t;t©  ^t&p  ^mB  looking  s«ptciaXly  proatisiag  but  that  eiso* 
that  tin*  sos3«th:lng  had  hap|>en«d  id  th«  plants •     Or  arrivni 

th®  potitto  |>ltit»  it  ^ms  at  one©  sp3i  are»t  tfe«t  th«y  had 
*mf,f®r#i  fr©a  s  »ever«  attack  of  the  '*Uii9  Blight**  t^ni  this 
to©  l»  of  ri&ther  eareful  ©prayirjg  which,  howev'sr,  ^si-at 

not  suffieistitly  thorough  t©  pr^te^t  th*  foliafd  of  th®  Itsmr 
pf^ttim  ot  the  flmt»* 

$Qm  irery  .i»t»restirjg  work  1»  in  progress  &t  tb« 
Station  iR  te«ti r:g  hofii»-gro«a  ve*  Msiii«i-grew»  seed.     In  every 

&l>«erv«d  t»y  the  writer  the  plants  Srm  the  ilaliie*gr©«tt 
ee«d  were  &t  t«riee  the  @is^e  of  those  fro^  hosie<^rown 

fh»  l^jportTaeTtt  seedlinge  preseeted  an  Interesting 
etudyi  psrtieisl^rly  with  reepect  to  the  prsssence  of  **Curly 
D-ji?arf*  and  **Str^ak**  diseaees.     Bam  of  the  mtSibere  had  fiver 
2^  *Cbrly  Dw&rf**  ftnd  thie  t^e  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all 
eueh  jslttnte  had  been  thoroughly  regaed  from  th^e  preceding 
y€-&r*is  <3r-op#     Coneitter&ble  l^^te  Blii^ht*  was  aoted  on  some 
ef  the  eeedling©  while  others  «ere  practieally  free  fross  In* 
f»et!«»ri« 

Professor  Ba?!son  infors»d  m  that  since  Jure  20  it 
-li«d  r«ii3«d  almost  every  other  diij  et  Kingston.     In  vie-.*?  of 
m4h  ellm^tle  ©otiditioue  it  4«  aet  at  all  strange  that  **Late 
Blight**  shoulc*  be  rajsapaat  in  the  petato  fi©ld&* 

¥e  pXm  to  visit  the  Maine  Sjcparimest  StatioK  to* 
aorrew  forenoon  fi-nd  to  re*ch  Preeque  lale^  lUlrse*  tosorrovs 
eveiiiag. 
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Greeley.  Colorado^ 


For  the  week  ending  July  22,  1916« 


There  has  been  no  rain  durin,^'-  the  past  mk  and 
the  usual  high  teir-peraturss  h;..V0  prsvailsd. 

Ail  crops  in  this  section  ars  good  with  the  ex- 
ception of  potatoes  'j?hich  do  not  seem  to  be  thriving  very 
well  under  the  continued  high  tempo raturss*      With  the  ex- 
ception of  thi>  rottinp  of  th^  seed  is  some  fields  there 
has  been  but  very  little  damage  due  to  fun^'ous  diseases 
though  there  are  scnae  Fusariua,  Rhi*octonia,  and  Mosaic 
present* 

Ail  of  cur  potatoes  have  been  irrigated  once  and 
about  half  of  thsm  will  receive  a  second  irrirgation  Monday. 
We  expect  to  begin  cutting  hay  again  ths  first  of  the  weak^ 
Th©  second  cutting  appears  to  be  a  little  heavier  than  the 
first. 


Presaue  Islet  Mains*  For  tho  week  ending  July  22,  1916* 

We  are  very  busy  in  Maine  at  this  time*  During 
the  past  week  we  have  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  Mixture  twice, 
and  once  with  poison*      Bugs  are  plentiful  this  year  con- 
pared  with  the  past    two  yoars* 

The  8tes;.s  of  about  10,000  plants  i^ere  counted  in 
our  **whole  vs*  cut  seed"  experiment*      These  are  recorded 
in  convenient  foni:  to  correlate  with  tha  nuniber  of  tubers 
at  harvest  time* 

About  half  of  our  descriptive  notes  are  taken; 
part  of  the  blossoaing  reco«i|  and  a  beginning  on  our  breed- 
ing work  • 

Professor  Stuart  arrived  Friday  night,  bringing 
with  him  "as  usual"  rain,  which  was  very  ruch  needed* 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  for  the  past  veak: 
average  x&aximuiB  teraperature,86*2^;  average  minimum  tempera- 
ture, 67* 5** i  highest  temperature,  96 J  lowest  temperature,  43®; 
precipitation,  *9  inchss* 


liiter  Notes  by  Wlllisam  Stmrt. 


The  present  situation  of  the  potato  crop  in 
Aroostook  CouKty  is  «t  ratliar  paouliaf  on&m      In  no 
previous  aeason  have  I  obsenreMl  90  nmch  mrir^tion  in 
the    condition  of  the  crop  on  the  various  fstrms  that  I 
have  nem  thun  that  of  th«  present  orie.      Most  of  this 
variation  is  dm  to  an  tinusuaily  sevsr©  attack  of  Ehlsoe** 
tonia  and  to  thg  presenca  of  Mosaic  iafscted  plants. 

The  protracted  - sriod  of  hot  weathari  accom- 
panied by  high  hmiiidlty  dirlng  the  latter  portion  of  it| 
has  In  my  jucigmant*  ua4uly  hastened  th©  maturity  of  th© 
vine©  with  th®  resultant  oonsequonc©  that  tuber  yields 
will  be  mOTB  or  less  disjinished,      Notwithstanciing  this 
saefiilngiy  unfavorable  outlook  thjre  are  many  f iolde  that 
give  ©very  promise  of  large  yioide. 

The  Departmental  planting©  are»  for  the  most  part* 
showing  &    very  satisfactory  condition  of  gro<*:th  •      This*  is 
particularly  true  of  th©  Irieh  Cobbler  plots »  atirKi  also  the 
Saedling  plots* 

Potato  beetles  are  more  numerous  this  year  than 
last  and  in  some  fields  exaip.ined  they  have  been  allowed 
to  do  serious  damage  to  the  plante* 

The  potato  Irowere  of  this  section  eeero  to  be 
thoroughly  alive  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  plants 
well  protected  with  Bordeaux  Mixture,      The  epray  machine 
in  operation  saems  to  be  an  almost  universal  feature  of 
the  potato  landscape* 

Jerome*  iaaho»  for  the  week  ending  July  22,  1916. 

The  weather  @tl2.1  continues  rathsr  cool,  especially 
eo  at  night*      Crops  are  iriaklng  a  fair  growth*     The  barley 
is  being  cut*      The  second  cutting  of  hay  is  about  ready  to 
harvest.      le  are  watering  th©  alfalfa  for  the  third  time 
and  will  start  cutting  liiimed lately.     The    weather  for  th© 
past  v^eek  ie  as  follows: 


S&Tome,  Idaho  ■*»  Continued 
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ISMCLY         POTATO  BULLETIN 


of  the 


Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations. 


July  29,  1916. 


A  light  shower  this  afternoon  (.25  inches)  af- 
forded some  relief  frora  the  long  period  of  hot,  dry  v/eather 
which  v7e  have  experienced  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

This  ;7eek  we  have  completed  the  second  irrigation  of  the 
potatoes,  and  have  nearly  finished  stacking  the  second  dutting 
cf  hay. 

Among  recent  visitors  at  the  Station    are  Lord 
Ogilvie,  agricultural  correspondent  for  the  Denver  Post} 
L.D, Sweet,  President  of  the  National  Potato  Oro^jers'  Associ- 
ation; and  H.C.Ovsn,  agriculturist  for  the  Vaughan  Seed  Co., 

Jerome,  Idaho t  For  the  period  ending  July  29,  1916. 

Mr.  Pratt  and  I  spent  all  of  Friday  and  Saturday 
morning  going  around  with  llr.  Taylor,  visiting  the  various 
potato  seed  poats  about  Jerome.    Wilson  Brothers  have  Netted 
Gems  and  Early  Eurekas,  the  latter  having  from  ten  to  fifteen 
per  cent  of  Idaho  Rurals  in  them.      There  will  be  a  fair  crop. 

Mr.  Rigney  has  some  Netted  Geras,  planted  on  sage  brush 
land,  which  he  intends  to  have  certified.      These  were  planted 
late  and  the  plants  are  v^et  very  small. 

!ir.  Wagner  had  several  vr.rieties  which  he  hoped  to 
have  certified,— Peoples,  Netted  Gens,  Early  Ohios  and  Idaho 
Rurals.       The  first  three  varieties  are  doing  very  well.  The 
Gems  show  some  leaf  roll  roid  a  little  curly  dv/arf ;    the  Early 
Ohios  have  sorae  lighter  colored  plants  much  thriftier  in  grov/th 
then  the  general  run  of  the  field;     the  tubers  resenable  Early 
Ohios  and  will  be  left  as  such.     The  Peoples  contain  soae  curly 
dwarf  and  some  plants  v/hich  have  areas  of  purple  on  the  stem. 
The  Idaho  Rurals  did  not  receive  the  fight  sort  of  care  and  will 
not  be  certified. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  that  the  King  Hill  section  had  about 
finished  harvesting  potatoes,  and  their  yield  averv^ged  60  sacks 
per  acre.       Prices  started  at  6  cents  per  pound,  dropping  to 
5,4,3,  and  2^-  cents.      The  bulk  of  the  crop  was  sold  for  Zh^ 
and  3  cents.  The  potatoes  were  damaged  considerably  by  frost, 

but  the  growers  are  a  1  satisfied.    They  were  selling  out 
everyth5.ng  v/lth  the  intention  of  purchasing  Eureka  seed  from 
other  sections  next  spring.      Early  Eureka  and  Early  Ohio  potatoes 
have  found  particular  favor  with  the  King  Hill  ferraer,  the  fomer 
being  riiost  in  favor,  however. 

ViTe  have  finished  irrigating  the  alfal.fa  and  have  started 
to  put  up  the  second  cuttings f 

The  Y/eather  still  continues  moderately  warn,  and  was 
as  follows  for  the  past  week:  Average  maximum  temperature  87*^; 
average  minirnum  54^;  rainfall  ,02  inches. 
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Presque  Isle.  r.-fe.ine:,  For  the  period  ending  July  29,  1916. 

The  weather  has  been  nuch  cooler  this  week,  with 
much  cloddv  weather,  but  not  much  rain. 

Avera^f-e  mximum  temperature  for  the  \7eek    79  .S^: 
average  qiiniinu^a  58.4^;  precipitation  .825  inches. 

We    sprayed  ?.gain  for  bugs  this  week,  with  Bordeaux 
mixture  plus  arsenite  of  sine.     For  the  riost  part,  the  week 
has  been  devoted  to  breeding  v/ork,  over  300    crosses  having 
been  made. 

The  potato  growers  are  having  trouble  with  the  Irish 
Cobbler,  this  year,  especially  on  low,  dark  soils.  Rhizoctonia 
attacks  the  plants  first,  a  parasitic  fingus  then  follows. 
In  Kiany  fields  patches  varying  in  size  from  a  fev7  square  feet  to 
a  half  acre  or  more  are  alre?.dy  dead. 

Professor  Stu-irt  plans  on  leaving  lla'ne  for  certain 
parts  of  Canada,  Tuesday,  August  first. 

Notes  from  Canada,  by  grofessor  Stuart* 

On  Agust  first,  I  left  Presque  Isle  for  Fredericton, 
N.B.,  on  the  noon  train,  going  by  way  of  Houlton,  where  a  three 
hour  wait  bet^-zeen  trains  afforded  r:ie  an  opportunity  to  visit 
a  potato  fie?.d  near  town,  in  which  I  found  the  sanie  new  stem 
disease  already  reported  as  occurring  at  Presque  Isle.  At 
Houlton    I  was  able  to  raeet  soae  of  the  men  interested  in  the 
potato  crop. 

Fredericton  was  reached  at  11:10  p.m.,  Atlantic  time. 
In  the  morning,  I  paid  a  visit  tc  the  Provincial  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  arrar.gements  were  !aade  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  visit  the  Experiiiie.-ital  Farm  located  three  miles 
down  the  St.  John's  River.       Much  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
examining  and  studying  the  potato  varieties  on  trial  at  the 
Farra,  as  v;ell  as  a  few  of  our  own  seedlings  which  we  had  sent 
them  last  spring  for  trial. 

In  a  field  about  12  miles  away,  I  found  some  Irish 
Cobblers,  the  vines  of  wliich  were  affected  with  the  new  diesease 
found  in  the  t-Iaine  fields. 

I  left  Frederictor.  for  St.  John,  M.B.,  and  the  following 
morning,  I  took  the  boat  for  Digby,  N.S.,  en  route  to  Kentville, 
near  which  one  of  the  Canadian  Experiiiiental  Farins  is  located. 
The  passage  acrosssthe  Bay  of  Fundy  v/as  rough  enoug^h  to  make 
the  trip  v^ry  interesting. 

The  Kentville  Farra  contains  over  300  acres,  of  which 
abovrfc  50  acres  are  in  fruits.    The  land  consists  of  a  sandy 
loam  soil  which  seems  to  be  v/ell  adapted  to  hoed  crops.  The 
potato  investigaticns  under  way  at  this  point  consisted  of 

tests  of  varieties,  size  of  seed  piece,  fertilizers,  rates  of 
seedage,  distance  between  rows  aiid  sets,  and  a  conrjarlson  of 
varieties  as  grow:i  by  different  far-aers. 
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For  -the  raost  part,  the  varieties  contained  in  these 
two  collections  are  true  to  name,  only  an  occasional  one  being 
noted  which  was  not. 

My  visit  of  inspection  at  these  Canadian  points  has 
left  two  vivid  impressions  on  my  mind:       The  completeness  of 
their  equipment,  both  in  buildings  and  in  facilities  for  car- 
rying on  their  work;       and  the  thorough  mariner  in  ^ich  the 
work  is  planned  and  executed. 

Swannanoa.  N.C. 

Mr.  Corder  left  for  Swannanoa  on  August  third,  and 
writes  an  interesting  letter  about  his  trip  througli  the  flood 
districts  of  North  Carolina: 

Swannanoa,  Auc:ust  4.      "I  arrived  here  this  evening 
at  7:30,  after  having  been  delayed  en  route  six  hours,  and  such 
a  trip  I J       The  trains  were  all  running  late,  owing  to  the 
washouts  along  the  Southern's  lines.      I  had  a  five  hour  wait 
at  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  and  about  one  hour's  wait  coaing  up  the 
mountain.         ?/e  had  such  a  heavy  train  that  the  two  engines 
could  not  pull  all  the  t*ain  at  once,    so  they  hauled  a  part  of 
it  up  the  mountain  first,  and  then  carae  back  for  the  rest  of  it. 

The  floods  have  been  vsry  destructive  in  this  section 
of  the  country.      Coming  up  the  Swannanoa  River  Valley  this 
evening,  frosi  Biltmore,  I  could  see  houses,  trees,  and  rabbish 
of  all  kinds  in  great  heaps.         Acres  and  acres  of  good,  fertile 
land  have  been  washed  away  or  covered  with  gravel  nnd  stones 
until    it  is  not  longer    fit  for  cultivation.         Pnactically  all 
the  crops  through  the  valley  are  destroyed. 

I  walked  out  to  the  experiiiiental  plots  at  the  Sxperi^ient 
Station  this  areniiig,  after  arriving.    I  find  that  about  50 
per  cent    of  the  vines  are  dead.       Mr.  Davidson  thinks  the  heavy 
rains  and  the  hot  sun  are  the  cau^:e  of  it,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  ^ha-^  it  is  the  blight.      It  was  too  dark  for  rue  to 
see  this  evening.    To-morrow,  I  will  make  a  more  thorough  ex- 
amination.        The  field  is  washed  badly  in  places. 
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QRSELJL'Y,  COLO,:         For  the  period  ending  Aug.  5,  1916. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  mere  fs.vors.ble  for  the 
potato  crop  during  the  past  week  than  previously  reported. 
3  inches  of  rain  fell  July  29  and  3C,  and  /L7  inch  on  Aumst  S. 
Potatoes  are  growing  fast  now  and  prospects  are  more  encouraging 
for  a  good  crop,  although  many  of  the  growers  are  handicapped 
by  a  poor  stand. 

We  have  been  having  Demonstration  Day  at  the  Station 
to-day,  to  which  the  fanners  and  others  interested  in  the  v/ork 
of  the  Station  have  been  invited.      There  were  over  50  pBsent, 
22ost  of  whom  Yfere  potato  grc«'ers.         Considerable  interest  was 
shown  in  the  different  experiments. 

JEROIi:.  IDAHC;         For  the  period  ending  Aug.  5,  1916. 

The  pr.st  week  has  been  an  unusually  busy  one,  as  is  also 
the  present  one.      T.'e  have  watered  the  potatoes,  cut  and  put  up  hay 
and  hauled  in  soae  hay.         The  hay  is  heavier  th^n  any  hay  we 
have  had  at  the  Station. 

The  weather  does  not  improve  very  rapidly.  The 
nights  are  getting  longer  and  are  still  cool,  so  I  may  say  that 
we  are  getting  less  warm  weather  than  we  had  a  week  ago,  al- 
though the  maximum  thermorseter  shows  some  improvement.  The 
Bermuda  High  did  not  get  into  this  part  cf  Idaho. 

Maximum  for  last  week  vras  88,  minimum  54, — no  wind  and 
no  rainfall. 

The  grasshoppers  are  very  numerous ;  on  the  south  side 
they  are  destroying  crops  so  rapidly  that  the  farmers  are  forced 
to  spray  clover  fields  and  the  like  in  oiier  tc  get  a  crop. 
Thev  are  doinp  considerable  dana  -e  here  in  the  clover  fields 
which  had  been  reserved  for  seed. 

PRESQUE  ISLE.  UAIKE:       For  the  pericd  ending  Aug.  5,  1916. 

The  work  for  the  past  week  has  been,  for  the  most 
part,  taking  notes  on  flcvering  records,  disease,  classification 
of  new  varieties,  and  ger.erp.l  notes  on  seedlings  and  on  the 
Southe  American  vollection. 

Tie  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  and  shovel-plowed  again, 

this  week. 

Prof.  Stuart  left  for  Canada  Tuesday,  returning  Saturday. 
I  spent  one  day  on  Mr.  Kayfcrd*s  farr'i  this  w:ek,  roguing 
out  diseased  plants  in  1909-1910  and  1913  seedlings.  Prof. 


Stuart  and  I  took  notes  on  the  saae  numbers  on  Aroostook 
Farm  the  previous  v/eek.    Disease  runs  from  0  per  cent  on  sone 
seedlings  to  90  per  cent  on  others.      ¥e  have  marked  for  "discard** 
certain  seedlings  v/hich  have  shown  considerable  disease  during  the 
past  three  years. 

V/e  expect  a  good  sized  delegation  of  pathologists 
and  horticulturists  here  next  week  from  Y/ashington,  soae  of  the 
State  SxpericHent  Stations,  and  from  Canada,  to  inspect  as  mny 
potato  fields  as  possible  and  discuss  the  potato  seed  situation. 

The  weather  has  been  a  little  cooler  for  this  waek. 
Average  liiaxirauiiii  temperature  78.3^,  average  miniauzn    57o.  Highest 
temperature  83,  lov/est  360j  -.recipitation  .12. 

IIITERESTII-IS  NOTES  BY  mOFESSOR  STimT.      Aug.  11. 

The  events  of  the  present  week  at  Presque  Isle  have  been 
of  such  a  character  as  to  enable  one  to  form  a  fairly  good  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  dsimage  which  has  resulted  from  a  ner*'/  potato 
disease  v/hich  niade  its  appearance  in  the  Aroostook  potato  fields 
about  three  weeks  ago.       This  disease,  which  the  pathologists 
have  not  as  yet  nained,  attacks  the  steia  of  the  plant  at  or  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  causing  a  complete  destruction 
of  the  tissues  of  the  plant  in  its  nore  advanced  sta-es,  v/ith  the 
result  that  the  stem  drops  over  and  dies.      The  affected  area 
does  not  usually  extend  over  an  inch  above  or  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground.      Thus  far,  it  seeiris  to  be  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  early  varieties,  such  as  the  Irish  Cobbler,  Triumph, 
the  White  Flowered  Eureka,  Early  Ohio,  and  Early  Rose.      Sr.  Edson, 
says  that  the  8a:ne  trouble  is  uiore  or  lesy  abundant  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  United  States  this  season.    It  was  observed  in  its 
earlier  stages  by  the  writer  in  a  potato  field  at  Capeville,  Va., 
about  the  middle  of  June. 

At  present  the  disease  seeras  to  occur  mostly  in  de- 
pressions in  the  field  where  the  soil  is  somev/hat  darker  and 
heavier,  but  it  is  by  no  T-ieans  entirely  confiend  to  these  areas. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  ac- 
curacy the  actual  damap-e  it  is  causing  the  crop,  as  it  is  by 
no  means  general.      Many  fields  are,  as  yet,  entirely  free  from 
the  trouble  and  btt  comparatively  fev/  fields  are  seriously  af- 
fected.     The  Green  Mountain  types,  as  well  as  the  Hose  4  var  iety, 
are  as  yet  showing  little  if  any  disease.      Y/liether  their  freedom 
from  infection  is  due  to  their  less  advanced  stage  of  maturity 
or  to  their  greater  resistance  to  the  disease,  one  is  unable  to  say. 
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The  field  meeting  of  the  pathologists,  soil  chemists, 
and  horti  ralturist ,  which  was  held  on  the  8th  and  9th,  proved 
a  success,  though  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  pathologists 
are  agreed  on  roany  points  connected  with  potato  diseases. 
Hov/ever,  all  discussions  regarding  mooted  points  connected  with 
various  potato  diseases,  particularly  leaf  curl,  Rhizoctonia, 
and  black-leg,  were  of  an  amicable  nature.      As  a  result  of  the 
two  days'  meeting,  the  writer  has  a  rather  higher  estimate  of 
the  size  and  prospect  of  the  Aroostook  potato  crop  than  had  been 
previously  entertained. 

Swanr>anoa.  M.C. 

Upon  making  a  more  thorough  exaiiination  of  the  potatoes 
at  Swannanoa,  Mr.  Corder  found  about  two  or  three  good-sized 
tubers  in  each  hill  deca-red.      Since  it  h--.s  rained  almost  every 
day  since  the  flood,  thus  keeping  the  ground  constantly  satur- 
ated with  moisture,  it  is  thought  that  this  decay  of  the  tubers 
coraes  frooi  the  dampness  of  the  soil.         The  farmers  are  hoping 
for  a  dry  fall  which  v/ill  bring  soize  of  the  cerpps  through  all 
right.         The  corn  crop  was  looking  unusually  well,  having  been 
planted  on  the  high  ground. 
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Greeley.  Polo.        for  the  week  ending  Aug.  IS,  1916, 


We  have  had  ideal  weather  for  potatoes  during  the 
past  weeic.      'Vhile  we  have  had  no  rain  of  any  conseqaence,  it 
has  been  cool,  with  several  cloudy  days.    The  crop  sis 
growing  rapidly  nov/.      I  thinly  that  the  potatoes  at  the  Stai- 
tion  are  fully  as  good  as  they  were  at  this  time  last  year, 
inhere  is  relatively  little  disease  at  present. 

Our  oats  have  been  cut.     We  are  having  the  hoiise 
and  bam  wired  for  electric  lights,  and  are  grading  the 
lawn  and  malting  other  improvements. 

Jerome.  Idaho.         ^'or  the  week  ending  Aug.  12,  1916. 

'■i^he  wes-ther  for  the  pL..;t  week  has  been  ncmial. 
We  have  had  the  best  weather  for  living  purposes  this  suju- 
mer  I  have  ever  experienced, — nights  are  continually  cool 
and  the  days  ar-:  never  excessively  hot. 

Average  maximum  temperature  67;  average  minimum 
51°.  weather  mostly  clear. 

All  crops    are  doing  well.      From  all  appear- 
ances this  will  be  a  bumper  crop  for  the  settlers  in  this 
tract.       *-lsike  is  running  from  2  to  6  bushels  per  acre, 
but  I  have  not  heard  of  the  later  returns.      She  price  at 
present  is  15|-  cents  per  pound. 

Aphis  and.  grasshoppers  have  done  considerable  harm. 

Uats  are  cut  and  shock  d.      Ihere  will  be  an  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  yield.      -e  have  an  excellent  stand  of 
alfalfa  where  we  grew  the  oats.     Most  of  the  hay  is  in  the 
stack. 

The  lami  is  looking  well. 
PresQue  Isle.  Maine;  ii'or  the  week  ending  -^-ug.  12,  1915. 

■I!he  week  2ia^  been  chiefly  taken  up  with  the  annual 
conference  of  potato  growers,  field  men,  and  pathologists 
from  7;ashington,  several  Experiment  Stations,  and  our  Can- 
adian friends. 

iiie  plots  adjoining  the  laboratory,  and  several 
nearby  fields,  were  inspectec-  Tuesday  morning.    The  experi- 
mental plots  of  OUT  department  were  inspected  imii'iediately 
after  lunch.      -he  party  then  proveeded  in  autos  to  M§^g 

Hill,  iilaston,  and  Fort  Fairfield. 
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The  general  opinion  of  the  party  was  that  the 
lack  of  potash  in  the  fertilizer  this  year  gives  the  snail 
sized  plant,  which  appears  to  oe  healthy  and  vigorous  up 
to  the  po_nt  where  potash  is  necessary  for  future  growth 
and  eevelopment .      But  not  having  any  potash  to  draw  upon, 
the  plant  soon  dies.      These  dark  brov/n  patches  ai'e 
a  comrnon  .  ight  in  this  section  in  the  Gobbler  fiBlds, 
varying  in  size  from  a  few  square  yards  to  several  acres. 
As  a  result  of  this  condition,  the  crop  is  going  to  be 
greatly  reduced. 

Temperature  for  this  week  as  follows: 
average  maximum  77. S^-*;  average  minimum  66,0;  highest  84; 
lowest  58;  precipitation  1.13  inches. 

Washington.  D.C. 

Prof*  Stuart  started  Friday,  the  16th,  on  a 
western  trip.  will  address  a  meeting  at  Grand  iJ'orks, 

IJorth  Dakota,,  on  his  way  farther  7/est.    His  itinerary  is 
as  follows: 

Aug.  £1     Eotel  Down^,  Lansing,  Mich. 

22  Morrison  Hotel,  Chicago,  111. 

23  The  Saint  Paul,  St.  Paul,  llinn. 

24  The  ./aldorf,  Fcrgo,  l^.D. 

25  Hotel  Ualcotah,  Korth  Dakota,  Grand  Forks. 
28-30  Horth  Side  Inn,  Jerome,  Ida. 

Sep.    1       Uarbondale,  Uolo. 

2-3    The  Camfield  Hotel,  Greeley,  Colo. 
He  will  return  from  Greeley  to  Washirigton,  D.G. 

n 

George  border  left  Mr  day,  the  21st,  for 
Pi'esque  Isle,  Maine,  where  he  will  a^;^^ist  Mr.  Lombard. 


Swannanoa.  11. The  weather  continues  fair  and  ap- 
parently the  dry  season  is  on.      Ko  further  evidence  of  the 
rotting  of  potato  tubers. 

¥iS*  S.  Pavidson. 
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PRESOUB  ISLE.    MIIIS;      For  the  week  ending  Aug.  19,  1916. 

This  week  has  been  a  very  busy  one.  Director 
Weeds  and  the  Station  Council  were  on  the  Aroostook  Farm, 
Monday,  to  look  over  both  the  work  of  the  Station  and  the 
experiments  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  dte  selected  for  the  greenhouse  was  ap- 
proved and  the  excavation  begun  Friday. 

Prof.  T.C.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  ^o  southern 
potato  growers  arrived  Monday  to  look  over  the  potato  seed 
situation  before  placing  their  orders  for  this  Fall.  The 
condition  of  the  foliage  in  the  majority  of  the  Irish  Cob- 
bler fields  worried  them  a  good  deal. 

u'e  are  still  removing  diseased  plants  and  staking 
healthy  plants  and  hills,  from  which  to  select  stock  this 
Fall. 

The  weather  has  been  quite  uniform, — average  raax- 
imum  81^,  average  minimum  59°;  highest  89;  lowest  51;pr3- 
cipitation  0. 


TRAVEL  NOTES  BY  PROFESSOR  STUART.,  Aug..  23 ,191.6.. 
(Notes  v/ritton  on  Northv/ester  train,  en  route 
from  Chicago  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.) 

Dn  the  evening  of  the  18th,  the  writer  left  Wash- 
ington for  his  annual  western  trip.    The  itinerary  includes 
Ithaca  and  Geneseo,  New  York;  Lansing,  Michigan;  Chicago; 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  I  Ames,  lov/a;  Fargo  and  Grand  Forks,  N.D.; 
Jerome,  Idaho;  Carbondale  and  Greeley,  Colo.;  and  Lincoi^, 
Neb. 

Ithaca  w  s  visited  on  Saturday  forenoon.  Notes 
were  taken  on  the  Department  seedlings,  and  in f orriiati on  ob- 
tained froiH  the  College  and  Station  people  relative  to  the 
potato  crop  outlook  for  the  State.       At  present,  the  con- 
dition of  the  crop  is  unsatisfactory.      The  dry,  hot  weather 
has  almost  brought  the  growth  of  the  plants  to  a  standstill, 
and  has  caused  considerabTte  injury  to  the  early  varieties 
by  a  premature  rjipening  of  the  foliage.       The  acrear^e 
planted  is  not  as  large  as  last  year  and  in  many  fields  the 
stand  is  pocr. 

It  is  difficult  to  predict  what  the  ultiirate  crop 
will  be,  as  it  is  late  and  everything  depends  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  weather  between  now  and  October  10th.      If  it 
continues  dry  and  hot,  the  crop  will  be  very  short.    On  the 
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other  hand,  if  there  is  a  sufficient  rainfall,  accom- 
panied by  cooler  weather,  a  fair  crop  may  ^;e  expected. 

On  the  following  day,  the  sa^ne  conditions  were 
observed  at  Geneseo.       The  Geneseo  district  is  not  a 
potato  producing  territory.      A  large  acreage  of  beans  is 
grov/n  here.      The  bean  crop,  ov/ing  to  hot  weather  at  the 
blooming  period,  has  made  a  poor  set  and  the  yield  will 
be  light. 

Lansing,  Mich:-gan,  v;as  reached  luonday  forenoon, 
and  the  Station  and  College  at  East  Lansing  was  visited  in  the 
afternoon.        Conversation  with  the  potato  specialist,  Mr. 
C.¥.V7aid,  and  others, developed  the  same  infonnation  about 
the  Michigan  crop  as  that  secured  in  New  York  State,  with 
the  added  information  that  the  early  crop  was  very  light. 
Very  little  spraying  is  being  done  in  the  State  thus  far,  and 
should  favorable  conditions  develop  for  late  blight  infec- 
tion, a  heavy  crop  loss  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

I  left  Lansing  for  Chicago  at  7:55  p.m.,  Monday, 
and  arrived  Tuesday  morning.      I  spent  the  greater  part  of 
the  day  with  Dr.  H.  E.  Korton,  Agricultural  Coimrnissioner  for 
the  /aQerican  Steel  and  Vsirs  Co.      Dr.  Horton  keeps  in  very 
does  touch  with  th -  crop  situation  of  the  country.    Ke  is  an 
enthusiastic  worker  in  the  field  of  agricu-ltural  literatura, 
having  a  working  knowledge  of  sone  half-dozen  languages. 
His  card  index  of  agricultural  literature  nunber  ■  nearly 
60,000,  and  is  being  constant3.y  incrscised.       It  is  Dr.  Horton's 
intention,  some  day,  to  publish  a  bibliographical  book  in 
which  will  be  given  references  to  the  more  important  lit- 
erature on  agricultural  subjects.      Sv:ch  a  publication  should 
prove  very  helpful  to  every  agricultural  student  and  tc  the 
scientific  researcher  as  well. 


t 
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GUSBI^Y^  CQpOz     For  tha  iy©»k  •nding  Au^st  26,  1916  ♦ 


Some  early  potatosa  are  b@lnf^  dii*  now  s»>xp«* 
ply  tha  early  mrkats*     Prie©  abcut  |1.75  per  hundred* 

Praetically  all  creps  is  this  section  ars  gcod 
this  f^ir,  and  th^  pri««s  high* 

Our  <5ab5  leara  threshed  Tur«db-y»    fh«  yields 
were  55^  Imehels  per  acre. 

ftauExg  at  r  thxsshisl  x'JhtiKS  is,f:s~y: 

Yssierday  I  si  ent  the  day  at  Garbcndals,  where 
I  Joined  an  exeursicn  party  from  varioua  parts  of  Gar- 
field CouKty.     About  ZOO  people  were  present.  Seireral 
fields  were  visited,  where  considerable  interest  was  ehewn 
in  the  excellent  results  that  «e  being  obtained  by  the 
use  ©f  proper  rotation  smd  careful  seed  seleetien. 

P?%SQII§)  ISIM.  MAXKEt  .     ftr  the  week  ending  August  26,  19 16, 

The  excaration  wcrk  for  the  n@w  greenhouse 
still  continues,  with  a  little  roguing  thrown  In  te  break 
the  monotony.     About  25CG  square  feet  of  rock  have  been 
blasted  out. 

Kr.  0.  L.  Williatae  and  daughter,  cf  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  were  in  Preaque  Isle  frojB  Saturday 
morning  until  Monday  raoming.    Mr.  Willla»s  was  looking 
for  good  seed  potatoes. 

The  yield  of  the  Irish  Cobbler  variety  runs  from 
60  to  135  barrels  to  the  acre.       Prices  for  the  past  week 
have  run  froa  |1.75  to  |2*0C  per  barrel.    Irish  Cobblers 
per  165  pound  sack,  F.O.B.,  Norfolk,  for  January  delivery, 
|3.S0  per  sack.      Quite  a  lot  cf  potatoes  are  being 
shipped  at  th's  time  for  table  stock. 

Wr*  Corder  arrived  Wednesday  night. 

The  weather  has  baen  fine  for  harvest Inggrain 
and  the  najcrlty  of  the  farriers  have  finished. 

Sext  we^  is  Fair  Week  at  Roulton,  the  week 
following  at  Presque  Isle,  and  the  waek  following  that  at 
Caribou.       The  Maine  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
has  been  ssmiting  with  the  pathologists  in  preparing  for 
a  big  exhibit  at  the  Presque  Isle  ffeir. 

Temperatures  for  the  week:  Ave.  Max  83*2*} 
ave.  ffiin.  69;  highest  93 1  lowest  54 J  precipitation  •45*. 

SWAimAHOA.  N.G.  F©r  the  week  ending  Aug.    26,  1916. 

Potatoes  still  kse  ing  well.    If  the  weather 
eontinues  as  it  has  been  fer  the  past  few  weeks,  the 
harvesting  cf  the  De|>artjaental  potatoes  tmy  be  put  off 
until  Octobsr. 


la  the  absene©  of  Prof.  Stuart  upon  his  western 
trip,  we  take  the  liberty  of  printing  sotge  ©f  the  bsws- 
paper  csmeste  upan  a  speeeh  made  by  hija  at  Grasd  Tcrks, 
K.  D.,  recentlyi 

l^rcf.  Willie:ns  Stuart,  bortieulturist  cf  the 
Departsjent  cf  Agriculture,  1feiehingt©n,  B.C.,  addressed  a 
large  and  representative  audience  of  farmers  of  (Jrand 
Forks  County  and  territory  contiguous  te  this  city,  iJti  the 
District  Court  reoias  in  the  county  court  house  ?riday 
afternoon* 

Prof.  Stuart  e«ttae  to  Grand  Porks  directly  from 
Washington,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  local  Cc^iercial 
Club,  for  the  twofold  purpcse  of  studying  conditions  here 
and  of  instructing  the  farmers  of  North  Dakota  in  the 
eorrect  ffisthods  cf  growing  and  handling  the  potato  in  this 
seetieii.       Prof.  Stuart  has  devoted  his  entire  time  te  the 
subject  of  potatoes,  and  is  recognized  the  country  over 
as  being  an  authority  in  the  work.    While  his  time  has 
been  largely  spent  ir.  the  breeding  cf  net?  varieties 
and  iji  an  endeavor  to  create  a  variety  resistant  to  disease, 
he  has  studied  the  potato  in  all  sections  and  is  fully 
acquaint 3d  with  the  needs  of  the  country  in  the  develop 
Bent  of  the  industry,  from  which  a  large  share  cf  the 
wealth  of  the  farms  of  the  northwest  laust  cotae  in  the 
future*! 


Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  address  of  Prof. 
Stuart,  and  he  was  often  interrupted  by  fam^rs  in  the 
audience  who  desired  tc  have  his  advice  cn  various  phases 
of  the  work  in  this  section.      It  is  believed  by  members 
of  thd  Cemmercial  Club  that  untold  good  will  ©suit  and 
that  a  greater  impetus  will  be  given  fami^rs  of  the  Sfate 
t©  raise  this  very  importsint  croy  than  ever  before. 

TRAm.  HO-TgS  BY  PROFESSOR  S'K?.^> 

Since  ay  last  coES?ainication  to  The  Eye,  I  have 
visited  the  Minnesota  Station  whsre,  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Richard  Wellington,  scm©  29  of  our  1910  and  1911 
seedlings  are  being  tested.      Sevsr?;!  of  them  are  also 
being  tested  at  Minnesota  Substations  located  in  the 
Borthem  and  western  portions  of  the  State. 


» 
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GffgnsajCY.  COLO.t  For  the  week  ending  Sept.  2,  1916. 

No  rain  of  any  consequensa  has  fallen  during  the 
past  week.       The  nights  are  cool  now,  but  as  yet  we  have  had 
no  frost. 

Early  potatoes  are  being  dug.     The  late  varieties 
are  developing  quite  rapidly,  but  do  n'H  appear  to  be  quite 
as  far  advanced  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

We  expect  to  begin  cutting  alfalfa  the  first  of  the 
W3sk.       The  third  cutting  will  be  very  good  this  year. 

PRESOUS  ISIE^  JvlAIrlE;       Tor  the  week  ending    Sept.  2,  1916. 

¥e  began  harvesting  experiments  with  Irish  Cobblers 
on  **degeneracy"  and  "deep  and  shallow  eyes".       The  field  was 
again  sprayed  v/ith  Bordeaux  mixture  for  protection  against 
late  blight. 

The  plant  lice  and  flea  beetles  have  about  disappeared. 
There  is  no  good  renaedy  for  plant  lice,  because  of  their  habit 
of  working  on  the  underside  of  the  leaves.  Ordinarily, 
Bordeaux  mixture  is  an  effective  repeliant  for  flea  beetles, 
but  this  year  it  gave  little  protection  against  this  pest. 

The  greenhouse  is  going  up  rather  slowly.  Rapid 
progress  ought  to  be  nade  next  week,  however,  if  the  fair 
does  not  prove  too  strong  and  attraction  to  the  carpenters. 

Labor  is  very  high  this  fall,  but  it  would  not 
surprise  me  if  v/e  have  to  pay  from  |2.50  to  $3.00  and  board 
per  day  for  ordinary  laborers. 

The  weather  has  been  rather  cool,  with  some  rain. 
Average  maximuiii  temperature  71*^;  average  minimvim  63  ;  highest 
76® ;  lowest  58°;  pfdcipitation  1.875  inches. 

Potatoes  are  now  selling  for  from  $1.60  to  $2.00 
per  barrel. 

J^Qa23_«,  JAAHO For  the  week  ending  Sept.  2,  1916. 

The  trip  to  Twin  Falls  wan  an  eye  opener  to  me. 
Every  potato  patch  visited  showed  a  good  stand  and  an  ex- 
cellent growth  of  vines;  the  set  of  tubers  was  very  poor, 
especially  in  the  case  of  Netted  C-erns,  there  being  an  av- 
erage of  3  to  6  tubers  per  hill,  many  of  which  were  pointed. 
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The  fields  of  Idaho  Rurals  showed  considerable 
mixture  of  varieties  and  about  15  per  cent  disease.  I 
visited  a  field  of  Idalio  Rurals  o-wned  by        Toaetz.  He 
secured  his  seed  five  years  ago  from  the  man  who  originated 
this  variety  and  has  practiced  bin  selection  for  type 
each  year  with  very  good  success.      The  plants  are  unusually 
unifor:a  and  free  from  disease.       He  had  not  looked  at  the 
potatoes  prior  to  my  visit  and  said  that  he  had  taken  better 
care  of  them  this  season  than  ever  before.       \Ye  found  a 
fair  set  of  tbers  of  very  good  tj'pe,  but  all  the  potatoes  dug 
were  covered  with  scab.      His  boys  grew  about  tv/o  acres 
for  potato  club  v/ork  and  these  are  fairly  free  from  diseas, 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  get  some  seed  from  these. 

Other  crops  around  Twin  ral3.s  are  somewhat  under 
normal.       Cn  this  side  of  the  river,  many  of  the  bean  plants 
are  dying  from  what  appears  to  be  thrip  injury. 

The  weather  for  the  past  wesk^is  as  follows: 
average  maximu.'n  90°  J  average  minimum  53  ;  highest  99;lowest  43. 

Last  Sunday,  a  delegation  of  90  from  V/endell,  com- 
prising the  Hill  and  Dale  Club,  visited  the  Station.  Mr. 
Pratt  and  I  gave  theica  short  talks  on  our  work  and  they  con- 
tinued their  tour  of  the  tract.       Dr.  Bdson  and  Dr.  McMillan 
arrived  Sunday  to  investigate  the  pathological  work.  Prof. 
Stuart  arrived  Tuesday  to  investigate  the  potato  work  at 
the  Station.     He  left  Thursday  afternoon  with  half  an  intention 
of  beating  the  strike  to  Washington. 

Other  visitors  were  Miss  ?fillis,  pathologist  attthe 
University  of  Idaho;  Mr.  E.  R.  Bennet,  who  takes  Mr.  Taylor's 
place  in  t'  is  State  as  potato  fie?i.d  man;  Mr.  E.  ?.  Taylor, 
who  has  resigned  his  position  with  this  State  and  goes  to 
Logan,  Utah,  as  head  of  the  horticultural  department;  !\lr. 
De  Sellem,  iiispector  of  the  third  district  of  Washington  State, 
who  is  looking  for  50  cars  of  Nette    Gen  seed  potatoes  for  the 
growers  in  North  Yakiraa;  and  Mr.  Sudweeks,  potato  inspector, 
who  is  v/orking  in  the  certified  seed  plats  in  Idaho. 

washi:igtq;-i^_d...c. 

Prof.  Stuart  arrived  from  the  West  on  Friday,  the  8th. 
He  proceeded  to  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  on  Sept.  10,  and  will 
be  there    for  about  three  weeks.     His  address  will  be  Presque 
Isle  House,  Presque  Isle,  I^aine. 

Miss  Connor  will  assist  in  the  potato  work  in  Maine 
this  fall.      She  is  now  en  route  to  Presque  Isle. 
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TRAVEL  NOTES  BY  PR0K5SS0R  STUART,  Slj^PTSIBj^.  10,  1916. 

The  condition  of  the  potato  crop,  as  observed  at 
Jerome,  Ida.ho,  is  satisfactory  where  a  good  stand  was  ob 
tained.      Unfavorable  T/sather  conditions  during  the  early- 
part  of  the  grov/ing  season  have  been  followed  by  a  more 
favorable  growing  season,  with  the  result  that  good  yields 
will  be  secuted.       The  acreage  on  the  North  Side,  or 
Jero::ne  Tract,  is  less  this  year  them  last,  and  on  the  South 
Side,  of  Twin  Falls  Tract,  it  is  reported  about  40  per  cent 
of  that  of  last  year. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Aug.  31,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  Mr.  S.  J.  Donaldson,  the  genial  manager  of  the 
Southern  Idaho  Producers*  Association,  at  Pocatello,  and  was 
informed  that,  according  to  their  best  estimates,  the  Idaho 
crop  would  be  about  as  large  as  last  year,  provided  frost  held 
off  until  the  last  of  Septeinber.     The  Association  intends  to 
continue  the  grading  of  potatoes  into  different  sizes  along 
much  the  sarnie  lines  as  last  year.      The  average  presaium  on 
well-gradsd  stock  ran  from  20  to  25  cents  per  hundred  weight, 
over  the  ordinary  stock  offered  to  the  trade. 

The  Sweet  Ranch,  at  Carbondale,  Colo.,  was  visited 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  2,  and  tlirough  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Frank 
E.  Sweet,  I  had  every  facility  extended  to  me  for  a  careful 
examination  of  the  potato  crop  on  the  Ranch.    95  acres  are 
being  grovm  this  season,  and  all  of  the  potatoes  are  looking 
exceptionally  well.       That  on  alfaflfa  sod  shows  less 
disease  than  that  on  land  which  v/as  in  potatoes  last  year. 
The  Red  Peachblow  and  the  Netted  Gem  are  the  leading  varieties. 
There  is  every  indication,  at  the  present  time,  of  a  heavy 
yield  of  first-class  tu  ers. 

On  Sunday,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  IvCr.  Lou 
D.  Sweet,  at  Denver,  and  from  him  obtained  considerable 
information  regarding  the  Colorado  potato  crop.  Present 
indications  are  that  it  will  be  equal  to  that  of  last  year,  and 
possibly  better.       Mr.  Sweet  is  very  enthusiastic  regarding 
the  present  prospect  of  good  prices. 

Monday  and  Tuesday,    Sept.  4  and  5,  were  spent 
in  the  Greeley  district.       The  potato  crop  in  this  "ferritory 
is  though  by  many  to  be  the  best  grown  since  the  disastrous 
failure  in  1910.       A  considerable  portion  of  the  Greeley 
district  was  traversed  by  the  writer  and  everywhere,  wh-^re  there 
was  a  good  stand  of  the  late  maturing  varieties,  the  prospect 
for  a  crop  is  good. 
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OFFICE  OF  HORTICULTURAL  /.ND  POIJOLOC-IC/L  DHTESTIGATIOirS, 


SEPT.  9,  1916 


GREEIJY,.  COLO,  t,  ,         For  the  isreek  ending  Sept,  9,  1916. 

Irrigation  of  the  potatoes  has  ceased.      Vs  arenow 
busily  engaged  in  rogueing  out  the  diseased  plants  and 
mixtures  in  the  plats  from  which  \ie  plan  to  save  seed. 

We  find  considerable  streak  disease  in  the  Pearls, 
also  so:j3  leaf  roll  and  early  dwarf.      There  is  but  very 
little  disease  of  any  kind  in  the  Rural  New  Yorkers. 

Our  hay  is  cut  and  is  ready  for  stacking. 

Prof.  Stuart  visit  3d  the  Station  and  inspected 
soi-ae  of  the  fields  in  this  vicinity  luonday  and  Tuesday 
of  this  week. 


JgRO:.LS>  ID/.KO:         For  the  week  ending  Sept.  9,  1916. 

The  first  fall  frost  carie  last  night  and  the 
temperature  dropped  31  degrees.       All  beans,  melons, 
tomatoes,  cucumbers,  and  the  like,  v/ere  killed.      The  po- 
tatoes were  injured  only  in  spots  where  there  was  poor 
air  drainage  and  little  moisture,  ana  then  only  the  tops 
were  injured. 

Average  Bajcimuni  teziperature  for  the  week  78; 
averai^e  ninl*num  44;  highest  82;  lo?;est  40;    no  precipitation. 

\i'e  are  ready  to  start  digging  the  potatoes  in  the 
size  of  seed  piece  plats  Honday.      Will  also  start  the 
hygrother:^ograprs  in  the  cellar  to-morrov/. 

Have  finished  rogueing  the  seedlings  and  staking 
the  desirable  plants  in  the  varieties. 

I  cUTt  enclosing,  under  separate  cover,  a  sample 
of  the  deposit  found  in  the  potato  fields,  v/hich  yov.  requested 
me  to  send  in  for  analysis. 

PRESO'Jli^  ISLE.  j'Ur^*       For  the  week  ending  Sept.  9,1916. 

We  have  harvested  a  part  of  cur  hill  selections  and 
tuber  units;      one  experiment  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  Irish 
Cobbler;  the  influence  of  large  numbers  of  seed  balls  on 
the  vitality  and  productiveness  of  the  tbers;  a  breeding 
experiment  on  Irish  Cobblers;  and  one  deep  vs.  shallow  eye 
experiment  with  Irish  Cobblers  and  Rural  Hew  Yorker  No.  2. 

van^r  hew  hill  selections  and  tuber  units  have  been 
selected  fro./ Irish  Cobbler  and  seedlings  for  iudy  next  year. 


Po^ato=;s  ars  crir.ginr:  e.  f;ccc  i.rice,  running  frosi 
$2,10  to  §2.25  for  table  stock,  sjnd  from  |2.5C  to  |5.0C 
for  seed  stock. 

Weather  for  the  week  as  follows:  aAverage  tiaximum 
6S.2^;    average  li-inlrm..  46.7;  highest  84;  lov.-est  37;  pre- 
cipitation   .£'7  inches.        Four  cloudy  days,  three  clear. 

TPJ.VEL  N01ES  BY  ?P.O::i:SSOR  STU/iKT:  SEPT.  15^  1916 . 

On  ny  -'c.y  from  Grrley  to  Vrashir.gton,  I  stopped 
over  a  day  in  Chicago,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  interview'ing 
Mr.  E.  Percy  Miller,  of  Albert  Miller  and  Co.,  concerning 
the  potato  shortage.      L!r.  Miller  is  quite  ancicus  to  in- 
stall a  potato  flake  drying  plai't,  for  the  purpose  of  ntaking 
potato  flcur,  for  w-hich  there  seeir.s  to  be  a  good  market 
because  of  tlie  slotting  off  of  our  foreign  supply. 

Washington  was  reG.ched  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
6th,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  1  left  for  Presque 
Isle,  Laine,  being  joined  in  New  York  by  Kiss  Connor,  v/ho  is 
assisiting  in  harvesting  the  v/hole  vs.  cut  seed  experiitient . 
Presque  Isle  was  reached  the  following  evening.    On  the 
12th  we  began  to  harvest  the  whole  vs.  cut  seed  planting, 
and  also  harvested  our  i-aturity  plantings  cf  Irish  Cobblers. 
In  this  experir-.ent,  plan  tines  were  niade  IJay  11,  J.Iay  31, 
arid  June  20.  The  vines  of  the  la-t  planting  were  not 

ripek  htt  had  been  cut  down  by  frost  the  night  of  the  11th. 

Yesterday,  Septer.ber  13th,  I  started  in  to  harvest 
the  1916  seedlings.  As  this  rs'Uires  very  careful  notes, 
on  th-  tubers  of  each  plant  harvested,  i  is  necessarily 
a  slo^  process.  At  present,  the  tv7o  lines  of  v/ork,  viz., 
the  harvesting  of  the  whole  vs.  cut  seed,  and  the  seedlings, 
are  proceeding  sisiultaneously  and  v/ill  occupy  our  activities 
for  the  next  ten  days  or  mere. 

The  weather  thus  far  hes  been  very  pleasejit  and 
;e  have  been  able  to  make  good  progress. 
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SSFf.  16,  1916. 


C0IfO.t__,      Tor  the  w««k  ending  S9pt«ib«r  16, 


W«  Jmd  ,25  ineh»8  of  rain  on  Sunday  ni^t  and  Monday. 
Ferttt  ooourred  en  the  nights  ef  S^pt^a^er  11,  12,  and  13. 
b«t  did  aot  do  serious  dmmz-^^ 

Ws  3mre  finished  stacking  ©ur  hay.     We  hare  a 
very  gecd  yield,  of  excellent  quality. 


miom.  WAW:       Fer  the  week  ending  September  16,  1^X$, 

We&tra?r  for  th^  past  Wf^ek  is  as  follovs! 
Arorage  maxiiaun  73°;  average  minisKia  37®  j    highest  88^  | 
and  lowest  31® j 

We  threshed  our  oats  Saturday  afternoon,  getting 
a  yield  of  89  bushels  per  acre.     The  new  granary  is  nearly 
finished,  so  that  the  oats  wors  run  into  it  as  they  were 
threshed.        Two  days  last  week  were  spent  in  digging 
potatoes  in  the  size  of  seed  piece  lots.     Tne  smller  slsed 
seed  piece  will  win  out  in  our  wort,  fona  present  indications. 

I  am  takinp,  abcut  sixty  vari^tias  and  seedlings 
over  to  Wendell  for  an  exhibit,  ^Ich  I  will   ut  on  at  the 
Gooding  County  Fair.      I  shall  be  there  two  days,  Tuesday 
to  set  up  the  exhibit,  and  Thursday  to  take  it  away. 

So  potatoes  are  yet  being  d     here,  \mt  I  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Wagner  will  start  soae  time  this  week. 

I  am  writing  to  the  County  Agent  afe  Twin  Talis, 
asking  hia  if  he  can  gj-ve  zse  a  weekly  report  on  the  cars  of 
potatoes  moving  from  the  different  stations  on  the  South 
Side,  and  the  prices  being  paid. 

Prof.  J.  S.  Jonas,  Director  of  the  Sxpari^ent 
Station  of  Idaho,  was  here  for  a  day  looking  over  our  work. 


We  made  good  progress  last  week.     The  harvesting 
of  the  1916  seedlings  ms  completed  on  Friday,  and  on 

Saturday  nearly  SCO  Bumbsrs  of  tbe  1915  seedlings  were  har- 
vested.     It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  with  few  exceptions, 
the  selections  made  from  the  1915  seedlings  l??8t  year  gave 
prosiising  results  this  yoar,  siaking  the  selection  work  a 
rather  difficult  iroitter  as  a"l  seemed  srorthy  of  aneiher  trial. 
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IsdlT-ldml  hill  irisighiBgs  m  vs.  out  nmi 

were  e«®Lpl#i«<i  Saturday  m*>TniMg* 

Dar^agijjg  frosts  in  !lev  Terk  aji€  the  Kortfe  0#atrfti 
States,  oarly  last  w®<jk,  ©ro^duo^d  an  immadlat®  #ffs«t  mi  tli« 
potato  markst  in  Maint,  with  tbt  rssult  that  tha  pri«e  of 
tabls  stock  advancsd  fresa  |2»00  to  |2.25  p#r  barrsl,  wfeil© 
good  Irish  Gobbler  sesd  stock  for  Oet©b»r  ielirery  a^miiC94 
to  |3*06  per  barrsl,  F.O«B.,  Prssqu©  Isls. 

T>i9  pressnt  indicatl'ns  ars  that  ths  ^rmm  Mmn-* 
tains  crop  will  bs  on©  of  ths  fesstviest  hanr^stsd  in  this 
County.      It  is  baiidVdd  that  ths  dseresssd  ylsld  frm 
Cobblers  trill  b«  r^ors  than  offset  by  ths  hsavisr  yisXds  from 
ths  Ctrssn  Moaistains* 
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OFFICE  OF  KORTICUI.TUR/iL  Mil)  POMOLOGICAI.  lUVESTIGATIOMS . 


SEPT.  23,  1916. 


GPEBIiSY.  COLO.      For  the  week  ending  Sept.  23,  1916, 


The  cool  nights  and  pleasant  de.ys  which  we  have 
exioerienced  durin?,  the  past  week  have  been  ideal  for  the 
maturing  of  the  potato  crop.       Thsre  has  been  sufficient 
frost  to  check  the  growth  of  the  vines,  but  not  enough  to 
kill  them. 

w'e  have  dug  a  few  of  the  early  maturing  varieties 
of  seedlings.       The  only  one  that  we  have  dug  so  far  that 
appears  to  be  of  coiiLriercial    value  is  Mo.  12760,  which  gives 
promise  of  being  a  good  mediimi  early  variety. 

About  40  cars  of  potatoes,  mostly  early  Ohio  and 
Charles  Downing,  have  been  shipped  from  this  district  during 
the  past  week.       The  price  was  $1.25  to  $1.40  per  hundred. 

TOO'^E,^  IDAKQj.       For  the  week  ending  Sept.  23,  1916, 

I  have  not  had  a  reply  frcji  J.!r.  Birch,  of  T'A-in  Falls, 
consequently  have  no  report  to  make  on  the  movenent  of  potatoes 
fron:  the  South  Side.  No  potatoes  have  been  dug  here  yet;  th 
late  varieties  are  still  growing  a,nd  can  net  be  dug. 

There  was  considerable  interest  shovm  in  ay  exhibit 
at  Wendell  during  the  Goodging  County  Fair.      I  used  several 
of  the  standard  varieties,  scrne  of  the  best  seedlings,  and  a 
fev/  of  the  South  Aiiierican  varieties. 

We  have  started  on  the  third  cutting  of  alfalfa. 
Think  it  ..ill  run  pretty  close  to  li  tons  per  acre. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  is  as  follows: 
Average  maxmioiii  83°;  averaH.e  minisium  41°;  highest  89  ;  and 
lowest  40  ;  no  precipitation. 

The  digging  of  the  potatoes  in  the  size  of  seed 
piece  investigations  v/as  badly  interrupted  this  last  week,  but 
will  be  taken  up  Lionday. 

l.ASKI-:GTOx:.^  D.C^ 

Prof.  Stuart  expects  tc  return  fro:n  Presque  Isle 
on  Wednesday,  Oct.  4. 
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H/JIVESTIIIG  IIOTES  AITD  TPJ^_SI^IOgg^^^  m_6 . 

During  ths  week  snding  Se..tenib9r  30,  the  191C,  1911, 
and  1913  seedlings,  planted  on  the  tuber  unit  basis  on  Aroostook 
Fanii,  v/ere  harvested  by  hand,  and  notes  taken  on  tuber  produc- 
tion, particularly/  v/ith  respect  to  shape  and  general  desirability 
of  the  tubers  for  coiimercial  purposes,  and  on  this  basis,  a  large 
percentage  of  them  v/as  rejected.       The  varietal  collection  was 
also  harvested  and  seed  and  exhibition  inaterial  saved  for  future 
study.      A  rather  happy  surprise  attended  the  harvesting  of  the 
South  /nerican  collection,    largee  yields  being  secured  from  most 
of  these  nuLicers  than  have  been  obtained  in  any  locality  previously 
tested. 

Of  nearly  200  numbers,  under  trial  in  this  collection, 
not  over  half  a  dozen  v;ould  qualify  as  desirabZBCorraercial  va- 
rieties, and  there  is  some  question  as  to  v/hether  these  may  not  have 
been  imported  into  South  An erica    rather  than  being  native  to  that 
country. 

Rain  Friday  night,  September  29,  and  Saturday  forenoon, 
prevented  the  completion  of  the  hand  digging  cf  the  third  series 
of  whole  vs.  cut  seed,  on  v/hich  weights  of  the  individual  hills 
v/ere  not  taken.      The  data  ,  on  this  series,  v;ere  taken  collectively, 
that  is,  the  product  of  each  of  the  100  plants  in  the  series  was 
separated  into  primes  and  culls,  and  a  record  made  of  the  number 
and  v/eight  of  tubers  in  each  lot.      Sufficient  material  had  been 
harvested  on  Friday  to  keep  us  well  occupied  in  taking  data  on 
Saturday'-. 

The  vTTiter  left  Presque  Isle  Monday  morning,  for  Orono,  lie. 
visiting  the  latter  Station  in  the  afternoon  and  leaving  for  Boston 
in  the  evening.    On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  arrival  of  Uiss  Con- 
nor on  the  niglit  train  from  Presque  Isle,  we  cal':.ed  on  the  Boston 
Chip  Co.,  claied  to  be  the  only  establishen\ent  of  this  kind 
in  Boston  proper.         Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  proprietor,  and 
a  standing  rule  cf  the  establishment  that  no  visitors  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  manufacturing  part  of  the  building,  nothing  v-as  ob- 
served regarding  the  actual  processes  of  making  the  chips.  Sorie 
infcrmation  was",  hov/ever,  obtained  relative  to  oils  used  in  cooking 
potatoes  and  to  the  character  of  the  *ock  used. 

ITew  York  was  reached  at  10:1C  p.  m. ,  and  V/ashington  at 
7:15    Wednesday  rooming. 

?J-*ss*  Connor  rsniained  in  New  York  to  dc  sc/ie  library  work 

for  :.ir.  Scott,  of  this  office,  and  expects  to  return  by  Sunday. 
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OFFICE  OF  :-:cmCULTUPAL  A:JD  ^OliOLOC-ICAL  I^nf"^?TI'^-ATIONS  , 


cjpp  3  0  1916 


CrREELEY,,  C0LO_._      lor  tae  weok  ending  Saptember  30,  1916. 


Wcj  had  savcro  frosts  on  the  nights  of  Sdptcmbc^r  25  and  26,  which 
killed  tho  potato  vines,     Tne  few  eariy  potatoes  that  v/ere  gro.m  in  this 
section  have  been  dug,  and  most  of  thorn  marketed.     Digging  of  the  late  va 
rieties  has  just  started. 

Vi/e  have  complcited  the  covering  of  our  potato  cellar  with  a  shingle 
roof;  also  the  flooring  of  the  interior.    We  expect  to  start  the  potato 
digger  the  first  of  the;  coming  week. 

The  V/eld  County  Potato  Growers'  Association  held  a  meeting  this 
afternoon.      The  principal  subject  of  discussion  was  that  of  equable  freight 
rates . 

Mr,  L.  D.  Sweot ,  President  of  the  National  Potato  Association, 
was  present. 

About  70  cars  of  potatoes  have  been  shipped  from  this  district 
during  the  past  week.     The  price  has  been  i^±.25  per  hundred. 

JEROJ^u^JMHO,.^      For  tne  ./eek  ending  September  30,  1916. 

A  report  from  Mr.  Birch,   of  Twin  Falxs,   in  regard  to  the  movement 
of  potatoes  from  the  South  Side,    c-o  date,   is  as  loxlows  : 

Twin  Falls  73  cars 

Filer  78  Cars 

Kimbcrly  2  Cu.rs 

Buhl  6  Cars 

Prices  hav.  ranged  from  $1,10  to  $1.40  per  hundred  weight,   f ,o.b. 
shipping  point.    Mr.  Pirch  predicts  that  the  movement  for  tae  coming  v/eek 
will  bo  very  light. 

Mr.  Wagner  nas  started  digging  the  potatoes  in  the  town  lots, 
which  ,TOre  planted  on  ne./  grouna.     The  yield  is  Very  light  anu  the  potatoes 
unaersizcd , 

The  secona  cutting  of  nay  is  ail  ao.m  ana  in  the  shock.     It  -.vrili 
probably  require  consi^.r^ble  time  to  cure, 

V/eather  for  the  ,/eok  ending  Oct.  1  is  as  folaows:  Average  maximum 
71°;  average  minimum  41'-^;  nighest  78*^;  and  loweSt  38^;  rainfall  none. 


WASHINGTON^^D..  C..  Oct.  9,  1916. 

Preparations  are  no,>f  being  maae  for  che  National  Potato  Associ-- 
ation  m:>eting  Novem'isor  13  ana  14.     T.ie  sessions  jiIj.  be  hela  in  the  neW 
National  Museum. 

Miss  Connor  ana  Mr.  Coraer  left  for  Swannanoa,  North  Carolina, 
on  October  9.     They  ./ill  harvest  ana  take  notes  upon  the  South  American 
collecti  on. 
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OCT  7  1916 


GREEI^_Y.  COLO .  :^       F.r  tho  period  ending  Oct.  7,  1916, 

Th^j  priCo  pdid  f  .r  potatoes  during  tho  past  v/edk 
vvas  pi^r  hunarod. 

ruve  dug  part        trio  stealings;  a.ls  ^  tho  Ej.riy 
Ohio,  Ldto  Ohio,  Irish  Gobbler  and  Iddxio  Rurals,   in  th© 
varicjty  tost,     Tho  Idt^r  maturing  vxfi^zi      ara  stixl  a 
little;  grocsn  to  dig.     In  tho  Cass>  :f  t"i^  four  varioti^s 
■.vhich  we  haVo  dug,  our  o  .ra  socd  has  givon  l^^or  yields  than 
seed  from  ot.ior  Svurcos. 

lir  i  McClcjllanu  anu  iJli .  Cozz^nb,  ^jrominont  joz^zo 
gro";;ers  in  tais  district,  .'u.vo  lormou  a  company  for  tho  pur*- 
post  of  proaucin^-  nigh- graUo  soed  potatoos. 

lAr .  Rotnschild  informs  mo  thj.t  ho  io  unablo,  at 
present,  to  ^ivo  any  definite  inforriation  rcgaraing  the 
number  of  c^r^  of  ^vot^atoos  dhi ppod  from  this  aistrict,  as  the 
railroad  ccm^^anios  havo  rofus>ia  to  furni^-i  tho  noCossary  data. 

JEROI'IE.  IDA'-:0:         For  tio  period  endini  Oct.  7,  1916. 

Tho  past   ;oek  has  bo >n  a  rainy  ono  ana  delayed  our 
potato  v.-ork.    V/hen       -/cro  aOxo  to   ;ork  in  tho  field,  '^e 
put  in  tho  tim=  selecting  oXtra  gooa  hills  from  tho  Idaho 
Rurals  ana  Nc^tted  Goms  for  n-.X'c  ;.ar's  plantin^.    '^Vo  did  the 
Same  with  tn>  nost  promising  of  tno  seeulin;^^.    %"hen  the  po- 
tatoes aro  ^vut  into  tho  Colo-ar  oach  hill  is  .-.iv^n  a  number, 
weighod,  an-;  otor^sd  in  a  crato. 

I  iounv„  ono  hill  of  lij.iodling  13o  ••  17006  containing 
5  tubers  an-   ;oigning  5  pounds,  3  ouncos  •  also  a  hill  of  9 
Idaho  Rurals   /©ighing  oigat  pounas,  eight  ounccs. 

PotatOoS  aro  Jelling  h^re  at  '^^I'lO  and  per 
hundred  pounds,  but  the  niarkcit  is  not  activo. 

'.reatner  for  the  past  ,«ecjk  is  as  foxlo\/s:  Average 
maximum  56^;  average  minimum  39 O;  highest  73^;  lo'^est  30*^; 
rainfall  .86  inches. 

The  potatoes  ar©  still  growing;  the  iroet  on  tho 
30th  did  no  damage  ./iiatever. 

PKSSOUE  ISLE.  MAI ME:     For  tho  perioa  ending  Oct.  7,  1916. 

'./o  finished  harvesting  at  Aroostook  Farm  on  Friuay 
morning.    Bogan  harvesting  at  Kayfora's  Saturday,  but  on  account 
of  Tain  both  1/onday  andTuesday,  v;e  coulu  not  finisa  until 
Oct.  11.     Crops  are  very  goou,   ana  we  t.aVoa  somo  Vory  excolxent 
seed.    Several  1913  seedlings,  not  saved  at  Aroostook  Farm,  wor^ 
savea  at  lir.  '-Uyford's, 

Work  on  the  greonhouso  i^  ^jro^rossin^,  rapialy. 

Our  crosses  >vill  bv  i^.iijpoa  on  OctoDor  12,     wo  oxpoct, 
also,  to  securo  a  car  about  tliat  timo. 


For  th^  porijd  ending  Oct.  14,  1916, 


Ih^  S  :uth  American  c -li5>cti  m  and  the  1910-1911 
seedlings  jn  trial  at  Swannan^a,  wore  harvested  this  we^ik, 
Oct-.ber  7-14,  by  Miss  Connor  and  Mi-.  C^racr.    Miss  Connor 
reports  a  p^-^r  yield  from  th*  S^uth  American  collection. 
Many  numbers  failsjd  csntirdy  t^  pr.duco  tubers. 

Th«5  crop  failure;  at  this  p.int  was  largely,  if  n^t 
whwlly  duo,  to  thw  excessive  rains  during  the;  ©arly  part  of 
July,  ^vhich  s,  flooded  the  land  as  tj  causo  severe  injury  tv 
the  plants, 

A  p.rti^n       tho  cr  p  waS  st.r&d  at  S^annan^a,  and 
the  bjlanc^  shipped  t.;  Washin^t  n. 


WASHINGT^^^  D.  C.,:  Oct.  14,  1916, 

Tho  principal  evont  of  importance  at  the  present  time 
is  the  forthc.ming  meeting   ,f  the  National  P otat    Ass :ciati  jn,  a 
program    f  vmich  has  just  b«en  mailed  t.  members  and  t;  such 
others  as  ar^  interested  in  the  p.tat;  industry, 

Tho  oducati  .^nai  exhibit  -Viiich  is  being  planned  should 
pr:>ve  of  m.re  than  passing  interest,  provided  the  members  and 
affiliated  State  potat  ■  growers'   organizations  cooperate  actively 
in  making  it  representative  of  the  United  States* 

In  addition  t:  an  exhibit  of  varietal  type  material, 
market  grados,  and  certified  seed  stock,  t'icr«  will  be  uYi  un- 
usually c  m,:lot«3  exhibit  of  potat.  products;  als ,  a  representative 
display  of  diseased  potato  specimens. 

The  exhibit,  as  a  wa.le,  should  furnish  an  opp:rtunity 
tc  the  student  and  investigator  to  gain  much  valuable  information 
crncerning  varietal  types,  market  grades,   and  the  uses  which  may 
be  made  -f  the  potato. 

The  veek's  issue   ;f  the  New  England  Homestead  (Oct,  14/ 
makes  the  startling  statement  that  the  potato  cr^p  of  the  United 
States  for  1916  will  be  less  tn^n  250  milii  ;ns  :f  bushels,   .^r  :v«r 
100  milli  ns  short  '^f  last  y^ar.     This  estimate  does  not  coincide 
vvith  that  ^f  the  Bureau  oi  Cr  ;p  Estimates'  October  first  report. 
In  this  report,  the  estimated  1916  potato  crop  is  placed  at 
300,563,000  bushels,  or  cvor  50  millions  greater  than  the  Orange 
Judd  estimates,  as  given  in  the  Hjracstoad. 

It  is  quite  apparent,  ho. /ever,   frjm  these  figures, 
that  the  potato  shortage  is  a  real  mo  and  that  prices  can  not  bo 
other  than  extremely  high. 
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GREELEY .  COLO.  :        For  thd  .v^ek  ending  October  1^ ,  1916. 


It  is  estimatcid  that  about  ono-half  of  tho  potato  crop 
in  this  SciCtion  has  he^n  dug.    I.iany  of  tho  bv^st  gro.vcirs  arc* 
getting  from  300  to  400  ousnols  p^r  acre;,     Tho  prevailing  price 
at  present  is  ijpl.SO  por  hunared,  althougxi  a  fyv/  hav^r,  sold  at 
^1.60,      Sc^voral  eastern  buyers  ar&  no-.:  'n^r^r,  jjurchasing  potatoes. 

At  the  Station,  ^r/e  have  recently  finished  digging  the 

Seedlings  and  have  dug  part  of  the  South  Amori'^an  varieties. 
The  latter  are  yielding  better  than  I  oxpected,  judging  from 
previous  reports.    Bad  .ireather  the  first  of  thvs  woek  delayed 
our  digging  somewhat. 

Last  night  over  two  inches  of  rain  fell,   ;«hich  will 
cause  further  delay. 

JERQIJE    I DAHQ :        For  the  week  «^nding  October  l4,  1916. 

We  had  25  acres  of  hay  cut  and  r^ady  to  haul  the 
first  of  the  week,  but  a  heavy  rain  spoiled  our  plans.  I 
took  advantage  of  the  wet  weather  to  go  to  Twin  Falls  to  get 
some  of  Mr,  Tometz'  Idaho  Rurals  and  Netted  Gems.     I  dug  the 
potatoes  by  hand  and  selciCted  only  t'ne  best  hills.  The 
tubers  were  not  ripo  enough  to  stand  shipping,  so  f  stored 
them  in  his  cellar  until  later,    Tne  hills  will  average  about 
5  pounds  each. 

PotatooS  sold  on  the  south  side  last  v/eek  at  $1.30 
per  hundred,    |l,25  was  offered  on  this  side, 

Mr.  Vvagner  started  digging  his  Early  Chios  last  week, 
and  sold  one  car  load  for  vl«^0  ^<^^  seod.    The  yield  will  be 
about  175  sacks  per  acre.    The  potatoes  aro  very  large,  and 
although  I  selected  a  number  of  hills,  digging  them  by  hand,  I 
did  not  find  one  specimen  which  I  thought  would  do  for  exhib- 
ition.   Mr,  Wagn.r  has  some  Early  Ohios  out  on  the  Voglor 
Ranch  v/hich  arc  smaller  and  better  s^iaped  than  the  ones  -we 
looked  at  when  Professor  Stuart  was  at  Jerome,  and  I  will  try 
to  get  some  from  there. 

We  havo  harvested  the  immature  soed  stock  and  find 
them  exceptionally  good.    Before  digging  with  the  digger,  we 
went  through  them  by  hand,  selecting  tne  most  vigorous  hills  of 
tho  best  type.     I  'want  to  see  v/liat  can  be  accomplished  in  the 
selection  of  iminature  seed  for  the  eradication  of  Curly  Dwarf, 

Vfeathsr  for  tho  past  week  has  beon  as  follov/s: 
Average  maximv.m  64:^]  average  minimum  37°;  highest  70*^;  lowest  34°, 
Two  days  of  sunshin©. 


PRESOUE  ISLE,  MAINE.      For  the  .vock  ending  Oct,  14,  1916. 


Tho  carpdntcsrs  finishwd  on  ta^  grt^^^nhousv^  Octooar  33. 

The;  tubv^r  unit  and  hill  Solt-ctions  of  Irish  Coooldrs, 
Gryen  Mountains,  Up-  to-Oat^s  and  Soodlings  w^^ru  narvosttd  oonday, 
follojtid  oy  taoCIc;rnian  starch  varidtios.  and  unsprayod  blocx  on 
Tuosday,  So.odlings  \/odnc.sday  and  Thursday;   Gr^on  Mountains  and 
sev>:>ral  varieties,  plant«jd  on  fiuld  basis,  Friday.  Saturaay 
-vo  oltjanod  up  thd  field  and  finished  our  not^^s  on  the  yicdd  of 
seedlings . 

The  German  varieties  Wore  in  a  favorable  location  this 
year  for  a  test  of  their  comparative  merits,    Many  v;ere  discarded 
as  of  no  commcircial  value;  several  v;ere  saved  for  their  breeding 
value , 

The  seedlings  planted  on  field  'oasis  gave  a  fair  yield, 
and  but  fev;  wer^^  discarded.    The  season  ms  rather  unfavoraole, 
so  they  will  get  another  shovir. 

Oct.  9.      Vi/u  began  harvesting  our  seedlings  at  Mr, 
Hayford'.s.    The  seedlings  sho.i^ed  up  very  v;ell  and  some  Very  fine 
seed  jas  saved. 

Thursday  v^e  graded  around  the  greenhouse.     It  has 
rained  t<vo  days  since  then  and  more  work  will  have  to  be  done. 
Friday  and  Saturday  we  got  yields  on  the  Irish  Cobbler  maturity 
stock,  and  got  the  stock  ready  for  shipment  to  Washington, 

Table  stock  has  been  selling  for  ^2.50  and  §3.00  per 
barrel  and  seed  stock  for  ^3.90  and  v^.OO  per  barrel. 

The  storage  v/ork  has  Deen  started  at  Mr,  V/hidden's 
storage  house.     There  is  much  yet  to  be  done. 

Aoout  half  the  stock  at  Aroostook  Farm  has  been  v/eighed 
and  stored, 

WASHINGTON.,  P..  C_... 

Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dewey,  and  Mr.  Lombard  will  arrive  in 
Washington  in  time  to  assist  in  the  exhioit  for  the  National 
Potato  Association  meeting,  November  13  to  14. 
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GREELEY,  COLO. : 


For  the  period  ending  Oct.  21,  1916. 


Weather  conditions  have  been  very  unfavorable  for 
potato  digging  during  the  past  week.      The  rain  of  a  week 
ago  of  about  two  and  cne-half  inches  thoroughly  soaked  the 
ground.      Wednesday  night  we  had  a  blizzard  with  nearly  two 
inches  of  snow,  followed  by  a  drop  in  the  temperature  to 
several  degrees  below  the  freezing  point.      About  one-third 
of  the  potato  crop  in  this  section  is  still  in  the  ground » 

There  has  recently  been  a  rapid  increase  in  prices 
until  the  unprecedented  mark  of  4^.00  per  hundred  has  been 
reached. 


PRESQUE  ISLE,  UAIlJE:        For  the  period  ending  Oct.  21,  1916- 

During  the  past  week  we  have  been  working  over  the 
stock,  getting  yields,  selecting  seea ,  and  storing  for  the 
winter. 

The  painters  began  work  Y/ednesday.      The  glass  for  the 
east  and  west  side  is  being  cut  and  set  in  the  new  greenhouse. 

I  have  stored  se-^-eral  loads  of  virgin  soil  and  some  fine 
sand  for  use  next  spring. 

V/e  have  had  considerable  rain  lately  and  the  roads  are 
in  bad  condition. 

Green  Mountain  potcttoes  selling  for  s^3>25  to  §3.40  per 
barrel  (Table  stock.). 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.        NOTES  BY  PROF.  STUART.      OCT.  31,  1916. 


Our  shipment  of  seed  and  exhibition  stock  of  potatoes 
from  Presque  Isle  arrivtd  last  Saturday,  November  28,  and  has 
been  stored  in  the  potato  storage  rocm^ 

This  week  and  ne::t  v7j  11  be  devoted  r.o  thie  preparation 
of  the  exhibiuion  stock  for  display  at  the  National  Potato 
Associatiozi  neet.lng. 

Many  inquiries  regarding  the  potato  crop  are  being  re- 
ceived.     One  of  the  recent  ones  is  from  a  leading  5  and  10 
cent  syndicate  company,  in  which  they  v;ish  to  know  from  v/hat 
locality  the  best  grade  of  table  potatoes;  eating  and  keeping 
qualit^.es  considered,  can  be  purchased        That  such  inquiries 
are  being  made  is  an  indication  that  a  more  intelligent  in- 
terest j.s  being  taken  \n  good  potatoes.      The  common  notion 
tha"G  a  potato  is  a  rjotato,  regardless  of  its  quality,  is  soon 
tc  give  way  to  the  same  discriminating  taste  on  the  part  of 
the  consuTier  as  that  v/hich  is  incree.sirgly  becoming  evident 
in  the  apple  trade ^ 

Potatoes  are  new  retailing  in  our  grocery  stores  at 
from  45  to  50  cents  a  peck.      Last  week  v/holesale  commission 
dealers  were  asking  ^4.00  per  barrel  for  locally  gro./n  JicCormicks 
and  $4.50  per  150  pound  sack  of  I^aine  groV;Ti  stock.      There  seems 
to  be  no  limit  to  the  advance  in  price. 
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